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~ Demirel, dunyanin artik Turkiye’ye, 6 ay onceki gibi 
Kibris ‘ta 
‘ve Kuzey Irak°ta sorunlari olan bir ulke olarak degil, 180 
milyonluk 

bir toplulugun bir parCasi olan bir devlet gibi bakacagini 
sandigini 

belirtti. 

Basbakan Demirel, bu cumhuriyetlerin hiCbirinin bir buyuk 
agabeyin denetiminden Cikip bir baska buyuk agabeyin denetimine 
girmeyi kabul etmeyeceklerini vurgulayarak, Turkiye nin de aynen 
bunu istedigini ve bu ulkelerin kendi kendilerini yonetmelerini 
arzu 
ettigini kaydetti. 

Suleyman Demirel, Turkiye’nin, Azerbaycan’daki iC siyasi 
Cekismelerin uzerinde oldugunu ve oyle kalacagini belirtirken, 
Azerbaycan’ daki iC siyasi istikrarin saglanmasinin Karabag 
olayini 
Cozume kavusturmakta da onemli bir adim olacagini vurguladi. 


-KURTcE TELEVIZYON...- 


Demirel, Cumhurbaskani Turgut Ozal’in KurtCe televizyon 
yayini 
konusundaki sozlerinin hatirlatilmasi uzerine, ~*sekiz yildir 
iktidarda idiler. Dogru iseydi yapsalardi. Simdi iktidar 
kendileri 
degildir’~ diye konustu. 

Orta Asya gezisinde, Turkiye’ nin gunluk meselelerini asan ve 
ulkenin hayati Cikarlarini ilgilendiren bir konuyla ilgilendigi 
Sirada bu tartismaya girmeyi uygun gormedigini belirten Demirel, 
bu 
konudaki polemigin devletin sayginligina da golge dusurdugunu 
belirtti. 

10 Mayis’ta Ashabad’da yapilacak Orta Asya-Turkiye-Iran 
zirvesine Pakistan’in da katilmasini onerdigini aCiklayan 
Demirel, 
bu onerinin tum liderlerin destegini kazandigini, ancak telefon 
baglantilari yetersiz oldugundan Pakistan basbakanini Ashabad 
doruguna davet etmek iCin bugun yaptigi temas Cabalarinin henuz 
sonuC vermedigini bildirdi. 

Basbakan Demirel, Orta Asya cumhuriyetleri liderlerinin 
Turkiye nin neler yapabildigini daha yakindan gormeleri 
gerektigini, 
bunu saglamak iCin de bu liderleri 4 Haziran’da Izmir “de 
aCilacak 
olan uCuncu ulusal iktisat kongresi ile Temmuz’da yapilacak olan 
Ataturk Baraji’nin aCilis torenine davet ettiklerini belirtti. 
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o T8607 TUR 01685 DIS 13-05 1129 KARABAG 
IZVESTIYA NINT8607 

R DISBX 12-05 0266 13-05 1685 
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-KARABAG 

-IZVESTIYA NIN YORUMU: 

-° “RUSYA, TURKIYE°NIN AZERBAYCAN UZERINDEKI 
ETKISININ ARTMASI KARSISINDA KAYITSIZ KALIYOR’~ 


MOSKOVA (A.A) - Moskova’da yayinlanan Izvestiya gazetesi, 
Turkiye nin Azerbaycan’a ““hamilik”~° ettigini ve Rusya’nin bu 
durum 
karsisinda kayitsiz kaldigini one surdu. 

Izvestiya, Karabag’la ilgili yorum-haberinde, Iran“in son 
arabuluculuk girisiminin, Ermeniler’in Susa’yi almasi uzerine 
basarisizliga ugramasindan sonra Turkiye’ nin bolgedeki 
faaliyetlerinin artmasinin beklenebilecegini belirtti. 

Haberde, sorunun artik bolgesel olmaktan Cikip uluslararasi 
nitelik kazandigi kaydedilerek, Karabag sorununu Cozmek iCin ilk 
arabuluculuk girisimini baslatan Rusya’nin simdi ise kayitsiz 
kaldigi ve herhangi bir adim atmadigi ifade edildi. 

Izvestiya, Turkiye’nin Azerbaycan’a aCikCa hamilik ettigini 
ve 
Ermenistan’i tehdit ettigini one surdu. 


-AZERBAYCAN PARLAMENTOSU PERSEMBE GUNU TOPLANTYOR- 


Ote yandan, Azerbaycan parlamentosunun, Daglik Karabag’ daki 
ve 
genelde ulkedeki durumu gorusmek uzere yarin olaganustu 
toplanacagi 
bildirildi. 

Azerbaycan Disisleri Bakanligi’ndan yapilan aCiklamada ise, 
Ermeniler’in Susa’yi almasinin, geCen hafta iki ulke liderleri 
arasinda varilan anlasmanin Ermenistan tarafindan ihlal edildigi 
anlamina geldigi belirtilerek, Azerbaycan’in, toprak butunlugunu 
korumak iCin her turlu yola basvurma hakkini sakli tuttugu 
bildirildi. 

Ermenistan Devlet Baskani’nin danismani Asot Antinyan ise, 
Susa’ nin Ermeniler tarafindan ele geCirilmesine ragmen, Tahran 
anlasmasinin hala geCerli oldugunu savundu. 

(DE-Hc ) 











_-AFP°NIN YORUMU- 

' Fransiz haber ajansi AFP de, Baku’de bulunan ozel muhabiri 
Paola Messana imzali yorumunda, ~~Halk Cephesi’nin 
cumhurbaskanligi seCiminde liderinin seCilmesiyle aldigi 
rovansin, BDT’nin parCalanmasinin ve Azerbaycan’ in Turkiye nin 
etki alanina girmesinin de onaylanmasi anlamina geldigini’~ 
bildirdi. 

Turkiye nin Baku buyukelCisi Altan Saramanoglu’ nun bugun 
oylarin yuzde 60°i sayildiktan sonra, ~~ElCibey’in seCilmesi 
kesinlik kazanirsa, bu NATO ve ABD iCin de iyi olur, Halk 
Cephesi Avrupa’yi ve laik modeli seCti’” sozlerine yer veren 
AFP, dunku seCimin son yillarda tarihteki hizli gelismelerin 
yeni bir sonucu oldugunu kaydetti. 

AFP, Halk Cephesi’nin SSCB°de basgosteren milliyetCi 
hareketler iCinde halktan buyuk destek goren baslica kuruluslar 
arasinda bulundugunu, ancak 1990 Ocaki’nda Baku’“ye Sovyet 

anklarinin girmesi ile bu hareketin gelismesinin ani olarak 
durduruldugunu hatirlatti, Ajans, o tarihten bu yana hareketin 
Cok sayida militani ve yoneticisinin tutkuklandigini, ya da 
eski devlet baskani Ayaz Muttalibov’un boyundurugu altinda 
yasamak zorunda kaldigini, Moskova’dan gonderilen takviye 
birliklerinin de Karabag’daki ~“duzenin surmesini’”’”™ uzun sure 
destekledigini belirtti. 

BDT askeri birliklerinin Kafkasya°dan Cekilmesinin 
gelismeleri hizlandirdigini kaydeden ajans, bunun, 
Azerbaycan’ in Ermenistan karsisinda bir dizi yenilgiye 
ugramasina yol aCtigini ve sonuCta Ermeniler’in tum Karabag’ da 
kontrolu ele geCirdigini, halk uzerinde Cok kotu etki yapan bu 
yenilginin Muttalibov’un Cokusunu hizlandirdigini belirtti. 

AFP, ~“Iran’a tumuyle karsi’”~ olarak niteledigi ElCibey in 
Ermeniler’le diyalogu gundem disi tutmadigini, ancak 
yayilmaciliklarini ve ~*buyukluk saplantilarini’”®” kinadigini ve 
*““Hazar denizi kiyisina kadar gelmek istiyorlar’~ dedigini 
nakletti. 

ElCibey’in savas yanlisi olmamasina karsin, yakin Calisma 
*"kadaslari arasinda Cozumu silahta arayanlarin bulundugunu 
kaydeden AFP, bunlar arasinda Savunma Bakani Rahim Gaziyev i 
saydi ve ~"bu son yenilgi degil, daha zamanimiz var ve 
yenecegiz° © dedigini hatirlatti. 

Taskent’ te imzalanan BDT guvenlik antlasmasini imzalamayan 
Baku’deki yeni yonetimin ~*laik demokrasi’” kurmaya ve bunu 
saglamak iCin de bir ordu kurmaya kararli oldugunu bildiren 
AFP, ancak Azerbaycan’ in eski SSCB°’nin kendisine biraktigi 
Silahlari yeterli bulmadigini, Turkiye’nin de simdilik 
~*kuzenlerine”’”™ herhangi bir askeri yardimi gundem disi 
tuttugunu vurguladi. 

(AFP-SEL-SIM) 





-DAGLIK KARABAG-ROMA TOPLANTILART 
-ERMENILER ZOR DURUMDA 





ANKARA (A.A) - Daglik karabag konusunda yapilamasi 
planlanan Minsk konferansina hazirlik amaciyla AGIK 
CerCevesinde Roma’da yapilan toplantilarda Ermenistan 
temsilcileri zor durumda kaldi. 

Karabag Ermenilerinin toplantiya katilmamasi, Turkiye nin 
de Ermenistan temsilcilerine, ~“ABD°nin onerdigi konularin 
muzakereye aCilmasi durumunda, bu gorusmelere katilip 
katilmayacaklari, alinacak kararlarda kendilerini yetkili gorup 
gormeyeceklerini’”’” sormasi uzerine Ermenistan dun ve bugun iki 
kez ara istedi. 

A.A muhabirinin toplantiya katilan Turk heyetinden edindigi 
bilgilere gore, dun ogleyin verilen birinci aranin ardindan 
yapilan kisa toplantida, Ermeni heyeti bu konuda tavir 
belirlemedi ve gorusmelerin bugune ertelenmesini istedi. 

Sabah baslayan gorusmeler, kapali oturum halinde devam 
ediyor. 

Dun baslayan toplantilarda, Azerbaycan tarafi, ~°arazi 
uzerindeki eski durumun saglanmasi, yani Ermeni saldirilarindan 
sonra Karabag’da gelinen durumun tersine Cevrilmesi, oncelikle 
bu konuda anlasilmasi gerektiginde’’ israr ediyor. Bu nedenle 
ABD onerilerini, ““gundemin degistirilmesi ve ikincil derecede 
uzerinde durulmasi gereken sorunlar’”~ olarak degerlendiriyor. 

ABD ise onerilerini, ““uzerinde muzakere yapilabilecek, 
toplantilarin surmesini saglayacak uzlastirici konular’”~ olarak 
gorusmelere sunuyor. 

ABD’nin, 1 Haziran’daki birinci toplantida onerip, bu 
toplantida da gundeme getirdigi, ancak Karabag Ermenileri 
temsilcisinin gelmemesi ve Ermenistan temsilcisinin fikir beyan 
edememesi nedeniyle karara baglanamayan onerileri, dort 
noktadan olusuyor. 

Bunlardan birincisi, ““arazi durumu’’. Bu noktada, Karabag 
disinda bulunan ve Ermenilerin ele geCirdigi LaCin’deki silahli 
guClerin Cekilmesi, yollarin aCilmasi ve goCmenlerin yerlerine 
Gonmesi konulari yeraliyor. 

Ikinci konu, Susa’nin durumu. Karabag topraklari iCindeki 
duruma deginilmesinin istendigi bu noktada, Azerilerin bolgede 
baslattiklari karsi operasyonun da degerlendirilmesi isteniyor. 

UCuncu noktayi, “°uluslararasi sinirlara saygi ilkesinin 
benimsenmesi”” olustururken, dorduncu noktayi da, ~“taraflar 
arasina AGIK denetleyicilerinin yerlestirilmesi’~ konusu 
olusturuyor. 

(REM-SIM)} 
tur aac 
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-DAGLIK KARABAG-ROMA TOPLANTILARI 
-ERMENISTAN HEYETI BASKANI°NDAN IDDIA 
- °*ABD VE RUSYA AZERBAYCAN*A YUMUSAK DAVRANIYOR’ * 


ROMA (A.A) - Daglik karabag konusunda Roma’da devam eden 
AGIK toplantilara katilan Ermenistan heyetinin baskani 
Christian Der Stepanyan, ABD ve Rusya’nin Azerbaycan’a yumusak 
davrandigini one surdu. Stepanyan, Turkiye’nin, toplantilarda 
Azerbaycan yaninda tavir almasindan yakinirken, gorusmelere 
katilan taraflarin ~“oncelikle kendi itibarlarinin pesinde’ ~ 
Olduklari iddiasinda bulundu. 

Roma toplantilarina 11 ulke katiliyor. Daglik Karabag 
Ermenileri ise, asli taraf statusu isteyerek ikincisi dun 
baslayan bu toplantilara gelmeyi reddediyor. 

Reuters ajansina bugun bir demeC veren Stepanyan, 
Azerbaycan’in saldirgan oldugunu iddia ederek, © Azerbaycan’ in 
son saldirilarinin durdurulmasi amaciyla ABD ve Rusya nin 
Baku’ye etkili bir baski yapmadiklarini’~ one surdu. 

Stepanyan, ABD°nin tutumuna neden olarak da, bu ulkenin, 
bolgedeki oncelikli politikasinin, ~““Iran kaynakli 
koktendinciligin yayilmasini onlemek oldugunu’” ileri surdu. 
Stepanyan, ABD’nin, Turkiye’yi Orta Asya’daki Iran etkisine 
karsi denge unsuru olarak gordugu iCin Ankara’nin goruslerine 
agirlik verdigini iddia etti. 

~*Katliamlar ve surgunlerin yasandigi bu olaganustu 
kosullarda, gerCekten acil olan sorunlarin ustesinden gelmeye 
yonelik bir siyasal arzu yok°° diyen Stepanyan, Minsk te 
yapilmasi planlanan konferansa Azeriler’i Cekmek iCin odun 
verildigi iddiasinda bulunarak, “en kotu ogrencilere, en iyi 
notlar verildi’” seklinde konustu 


- °° ANKARA*NIN DISLANMASINI ISTEYEBILIRIZ~ °~- 


Ermenistan Cumhurbaskani Levon Ter Petrosyan’ in 
danismanlarindan olan Stepanyan, Turkiye’ yi de toplantilardaki 
tutumundan oturu suClayarak, Turk heyetinin ~““sistematik olarak 
Azeri heyetine egilim gosterdigini’~° soyledi. 

Ermeni diplomat, ~“°“bu nedenle Ankara’nin gorusmelerin 
disinda birakilmasini isteyebiliriz ~ dedi. 

Stepanyan, gorusme surecinde yeralan taraflarin daha Cok 
~*kendi itibarlarini dusunduklerini’ ©, bu nedenle kendilerinin 
gorusmelerden umutlu olmadiklarini sozlerine ekledi. 

(REU-—REM-SIM) 
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—° “ANLASMA METINLERI IYI OKUNMALI~*~ 


cernisev, ~ -Moskova ve Kars anlasmalarinin askeri bir 
mudahale 
hakki verip vermediginin tartislidigini’ “animsatan bir 
gazeteceyi de 
soyle yanitladi: 

~*“Gerek Moskova gerek Kars Anlasmasi, ne size ne de bize, 
ozellikle askeri olmak uzere mudahale hakkini vermiyor. O 
anlasmalarda ongorulen, NahCivan’in statusudur. Eger NahCivan’in 
satusu degisecek olursa, hepimiz biraraya gelecegiz, statunun 
degismemesi konusundaki goruslerimiz alinacak. 

Ama burada herhangi bir askeri mudahale kesinlikle sozkonusu 
degildir. Mudahale hakkindan sozetmeden once, ilgili anlasmalara 
bir 
kez daha bakmakta yarar vardir. Yazmak iyi ama, Zaman zaman 

ak 
gerekli’~ 

cernisev, Turkiye nin arabuluculuk yapma Cabalarinin 
mumnuniyet 
verici oldugunu ifade etti. 

Azerbaycan ve Ermenistan’ daki BDT askerleri konusundaki bir 
soruya da cernisev, ~ askerlerimiz yakin zamanda buralardan 
Cekilecektir. Su anda tamamen tarafsiz bir tutum iCindeyiz’ ~ 
karsiligini verdi. 

Arabulucu bir ulkenin temsilcisi olarak yorum yapmaktan 
kaCindigini kaydeden cernisev, ~“Ancak, Azerilerin yayinladigi 
katliam fotograflarinin aynisini Ermeniler de butun dunyaya 
yayinliyor. Onemli olan kan dokulmesinin onlenmesi iCin 
Cabalarin 
yogunlastirilmasidir. Karabag konusunda bir uluslararasi 
toplantinin 
yapilmasina Calisildigi unutulmamalidir’~ ifadesini kullandi. 





-**SINIRLARIN DEGISMESINE KARSIYIZ*~ 


Beernicev, AT ve ABD’nin Ermenileri suClayan aCiklamalari 
animsatilarak, ~“Rusya neden sessiz kaldi ?°° sorusunun 
yoneltilmesi 
uzerine de soyle dedi: 

~*Bizim yaptigimiz sakin diplomasidir. SonuC itibariyla her 
seyin normal bir CerCeveye oturtulacagina inaniyorum. Sessiz 
kalmak 
saldirgana taviz verildigi anlamina her zaman gelmez. Sinirlarin 
Silah yoluyla degistirilmesine elbette karsiyiz ~ 

BuyukelCi cernisev, ~°Ermenistan bagimsiz bir devlettir ama, 
SSCB varken mevcut olan sinirlar iCinde kalacaktir. Sinirlari 
asmasi 
toplanacak konferansta degerlendirilecektir’~©° diye konustu. 

Albert cernisev 19 Mayis’ta Turkiye ye donecek. 
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“SC-CSCE-boavViIet-Azerbai jan | 
‘EC Countries Condemn “Aggressive Actions’ by Armenias 

HELSINKI, Fintand (AP) — Curopean Community delegates at a 
S2-nation security conference condemned Armenia on Tuesday far 
*“aggressive operations’ *® in its capture of a key highway Link 
ACKOSS AZerhaljan territory. 

The 12 EC nations also said the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in fureope shouid condemn Armenia for vi tl rl 
principses of national SoVe@relignty and respect for borders. 

The CSCE delegates discussed contents of a statement they hoped 
to issue Wednesday about the fighting over the Christian Armenian 
enciave of Nagorno-Karabakh, which Lies within mastiy Musiim 
Azerbaijan. 

Such a Statement would be the second in a week the conference 
has aimed at a member of the ZU-year-old organization founded to 
reduce chances of war and strengthen human rights. 

The CSCE has nearly doubled in size over the past two years, 
absorbing aii the former republics of the Soviet Union, including 
those outside Europe, and adding new members such as ALbDania and 
three former Yugositavian republics. 

Last week the CSCE suspended the Serb~-led Yugoslav government 
from decisions on any former Yugoslav republic. The action was 
taken because the Serbs were seen to have violated CSCE principtes 
in S@1zZing chunks of territory in newly independent 
posnila-Herzegovina. 

‘“We want @ Similar d@cision against Armenia,’ * Azerpaijan 
delegate Nadir MeKntiev said Monday. 

But most COSCE delegates said that was uniikeiy. Conterence 
decisions are made by consensus and can take months to formulate. 
THe SUSPeNSion of YugoSilavia was unprecedented. 

‘“The information we have ... points to an attempt to estadlish 
a territorial Link between Armenia and Nagorno-Narabakh, in other 
words, to the accupation of part of the territory of Azerbaijan, *' 
the EC statement said. 

‘““*We have also heard of reports that attacks have been Launched 
against towns and villages in the province of Nakhichevan, '* the 
statement added. 

“"We cannot but condemn these aggressive operations and must 
State unambiguously that they are totaliy unacceptanie,** it said. 
““EVen More SO if The intention behing them is the dismemberment of 
AzerRaAljan, or the permanent occupation of part of its territory. ** 

fhe European Community countries and other delegates at the 
conference said the continued fighting reinforces the need for a 
peace conference, which the CSCE started trying to organize on 
March 24. 
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o T2075 TUR 05758 GEN 22-05 1247 BAKANLAR KURULT2075 
U GENBX 22-05 5758 

tur aac 


-BAKANLAR KURUL KARARLARI 

-**KARS ILI ARALIK ILcESI DIL UCU 

SINIR NOKTASINDA SINIR KAPISI AcILACAK*~ 

-* “BOSNA-HERSEK* TEN GELEN SOYDASLAR IcIN : 
ISTANBUL CIVARINDA ISKAN YERLERI BELIRLENDI ~~ 

-* “AHISKA MESKET-TURKLERI “NIN TURKIYE~ DE 

ISKANI ILE ILGILI TASARI IMZAYA AcILDI*~ 

-DEVLET BAKANI GONEN: ~*DUNYA, CIHAN HARBI 
GEcIRMISCESINE YENI BIR DUZENLEMEYE GIRIYOR*~ 
-**cAGIN DEGERLERINE TERS DUSEN REJIMLER DE, PARTILER DE, 
LIDERLER DE TARIHIN DERINLIKLERINE GITMEYE MAHKUM~ 


ANKARA (A.A) - Bakanlar Kurulu, Kars ili Aralik ilCesi Dil 
Ucu sinir noktasinin yolcu giris Cikis sinir kapisi olarak 
aCilmasina karar verdi. 

Bakanlar Kurulu’nun dun gece yaptigi toplantiyla ilgili 
Olarak bugun bir aCiklama yapan Devlet Bakani ve hukumet 
Sozcusu Akin Gonen, belirlenen bu yeni sinir kapisi ile bolgede 
bir kapi daha aCildigini soyledi. 

Akin Gonen’in verdigi bilgiye gore, Bakanlar kurulu 
toplantisinda ayrica, Ahiska-Mesket Turkleri’nin Turkiye ye 
kabulu ve iskani ile ilgili yasa tasarisi da imzaya aCildi. 

Gonen, ayrica, Bosna-Hersek ten Turkiye deki yakinlarinin 

anina gelen yaklasik 7 bin kisinin bulundugunu belirterek, bu 
kafilelerin artma ihtimalini dusunen hukumetin iskan sorununun 
Cozumu iCin yeni bir tedbir aldigini bildirdi. Buna gore, 
Kirklareli, Sakarya ve Tekirdag’da bu kisilerin barinmalari ile 
ilgili yerler belirlendi. Bakan Gonen, Kizilay ile isbirligi 
yapilarak, barinmanin yani sira yiyecek ve diger sorunlarin 
Cozumu ile ilgili on tedbirler alindigini da kaydetti. 

Ote yandan, sozkonusu illerin valiliklerinin, hemen 
1500-2000 kisiyi barindirabileceklerini bildirdikleri 

|} ogrenildi. 
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o T3221 TUR 02529 DIS 25-05 2236 DEMIREL MOSKOVA’DA... YELTSIN: 


“T3221 
U DISBX 20703) 2ZoZ7 
tur aac 


—-DEMIREL MOSKOVA’DA... 

—-YELTSIN:s **SINIRLARIMIZ YAKININDAKI 
SILAHLI CEPHELESMENIN MUMKUN OLDUGU 
KADAR cABUK BITMESI ORTAK HEDEFIMIZ’ 


MOSKOVA (A.A) - Kasim Cindemir bildiriyor - Rusya Devlet Baskani 
Boris Yeltsin, iki ulkenin sinirlari yakinindaki silahli 
cephelesmenin mumkun oldugu kadar erken bitmesinin, Rusya ve 
Turkiye’nin ortak hedefi oldugunu soyledi. 

Yeltsin, bu aksam Basbakan Suleyman Demirel onuruna verdigi 
yemekte yaptigi konusmada, ‘‘tarih gosteriyor ki Rus-Turk 
iliskilerinin durumu, Karadeniz’in merkezini olusturdugu buyuk 
bolgenin siyasi havasini onemli olCude etkilemistir ve bugun bunu 
unutmaya hakkimiz yoktur’’ dedi. Yeltsin, soyle devam etti: 

‘“Sinirlarimiza yakin bir yerde dokulen kanlarin, oldurulen 
Sivil insanlarin, tahrip edilen sehir ve kasabalarin ne Turkiye’ yi 
ne de Rusya’yi rahatsiz etmemesi mumkundur.’ 

‘*“Husumet ve nefret virusunun devlet sinirlarini kolayca 
asabilecegi” "ni belirten Yeltsin, soyle konustu: 

“Iki ulkenin sinirlari yakinindaki silahli cephelesmenin mumkun 
Oldugu kadar erken bitmesi, Rusya ve Turkiye’nin ortak hedefidir. Bu 
hedefe yalnizca, milli azinliklar dahil olmak uzere butun taraflarin 
Cikarlarinin gerCekCi olarak hesaba katilmasi temeli uzerinde 
Ulasilabilir. Rusya’nin kanaatine gore, baris sadece savasin 
Olmamasi anlamina gelmiyor. Saglam ve kalici Darisin temelini 
devletler ve halklar arasinda zengin ve Cesitli temaslar ve aktif 
isbirligi olusturuyor.’ 

Bundan dolayi Rusya’nin, Turkiye’nin KEIB girisimini 
destekledigini belirten Yeltsin, ‘‘Rus-Turk ortakligi, bu bolgenin 
Cekirdegini olusturmaya adaydir’’° dedi. 

Yeltsin, Turkiye’yle Rusya arasindaki kapsamli diyalogun Cagdas 
dunyadaki birCok sureci etkileyebilecegini belirterek, AGIK 
CerCevesinde yakin isbirliginin gelistirilmesi iCin guzel olanaklar 
Oldugunu bildirdi. 

Boris Yeltsin, Rusya’nin Turkiye’nin genC Orta Asya ulkelerine 
destek saglama yolundaki aktif rolunu takdir ettigini belirterek, 
soyle devam etti: 

“Bu devletlerin Cok yillar suren izolasyondan Cikma ve 
dunyadaki yerlerini alma yonundeki amaClari, mesru ve dogal nitelik 
tasiyor. Bu vesile ile Rusya’yla Turkiye’nin ileride de bu bolgede 
rakip degil, ortak olmalari ve bu ulkelerle durust ve yararli 
isbirligi yapmalarinin Cok onemli olduguna inaniyorum.’ 

Yeltsin, Demirel’le bugun yaptigi gorusmenin, iki ulkenin bBundan 
boyle birbirlerini dost devletler olarak gorduklerini kanitladigini 
belirtti. 

(SIM-DE-TM-SFT ) 
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-DEMIREL MOSKOVA’ DA: 

-BASBAKANIN GAZETECILERLE SOHBET ETTI: 
-* *BUGUNKU GORUSMELERDE SIYASI PLANDA 
ISTEDIGIMIZ YERE GELDIK’’ 
-**THTILAFLARIN KAN DOKULMEDEN cOZULMESI 
KONUSUNDA MUTABAKAT VAR’ ’ 

-IKI ULKE, KARABAG VE BOSNA-HERSEK 
KONUSUNDA ORTAK BILDIRI YAYINLAYACAK 
-DEMIREL VE YELTSIN ARASINDA KIRMIZI 
TELEFON HATTI KURULACAK 


MOSKOVA (A.A) - Kasim Cindemir bildiriyor - Basbakan Suleyman 
Demirel, Moskova’da Rusya Devlet Baskani Boris Yeltsin’le yaptigi 
gorusme sonucunda, ‘‘siyasi planda dusundugu yere varildigi’ ‘ni 


soyledi. 


Demirel, bu aksam gazetecilerle yaptigi sohbet toplantisinda, 


Yeltsin’le, Karabag, Nahcivan ve Bosna-Hersek konularinda yarin 


ortak bildiri yayinlanmasini kararlastirdiklarini soyledi. 
Basbakan, bu bildiride, iki ulkenin, kuvvet kullanarak hiCbir 


sorunun Cozulemeyecegini belirteceklerini kaydetti ve Rusya’yla 
Turkiye arasinda, ihtilaflarin kan dokulmeden Cozulmesi konusunda 


mutabakat bulundugunu belirtti. 
Bir gazetecinin, BDT Silahli Kuvvetler Baskomutani Maresal 


Yevgeni Saposnikov’un geCen hafta yaptigi aCiklamanin Yeltsin’le 
gorusmesinde gundeme gelip gelmedigini sormasi uzerine, bu konunun 


ele alinmadigini soyledi. 

Yeltsin’in gorusmede, kan dokulmesinin durdurulmasi, silah 
kullanarak kimsenin toprak elde etmeye kalkismamasi ve barisin 
korunmasi gerektigini belirttigini soyleyen Demirel, ‘‘bu diger 
butun beyanlari siliyor’’ dedi. 

Bir gazetecinin, Yeltsin’in Turkiye’nin mudahalesi olasiligini 


gundeme getirip getirmedigini sormasi uzerine, Demirel, ‘'bize 


(mudahale edecek misiniz, etmeyecek misiniz) diye sormadilar. cunku 
biz aCikCa soyledik ki, bizim politikamiz barisCi yollardan giderek, 
dunyaya malolmus bir meseleyi dunyanin Cozmesidir. Ne Karabag 
meselesi, ne Bosna-Hersek meselesi sadece Turkiye’nin meselesidir. 
Onlari biz dunyanin meselesi haline getirdik’’ dedi. 

Demirel, Rusya’nin Karabag sorununa iliskin olarak tarafli 
davranip davranmadiginin sorulmasi uzerine, Yeltsin’in kendisine, 
iki tarafin da Rusya’yi suCladigini soyledigini belirtti. 

Basbakan, Yeltsin’in kendisine, savunma anlasmasi dahil, 
Ermenistan’la yaptiklari butun anlasmalari Azerbaycan’a da teklif 
ettiklerini soyledigini kaydetti. 

Demirel, Ermenistan’in Azerbaycan’daki son saldirilarina, 
Azerbaycan’daki seCim ortami ve ‘‘bassizligin’’ cesaret verdigini 
belirtti. 
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“Four Die an Thiligedi Explosioeny Azerbaijan Launches Offensive 
“Ede: Updates with Georgian National Guard taking hostages. 
Azerbaiiani fighter shot cdown. 

“ky DEBORAH SEWARDs= 

“ASpoOtLaAted Pires Wired ters 

MOSCOW CARD — A car bomb killed four people Saturday in an 
apparent effort te kill a tap official in Georgia, and members 
of the Georgian National Guard killed two Russian soldiers in 
an attempt to seize weapons from a former Soviet tank regiment. 

Eleaewhere in the volatile Caucasus Mountains, Fighting 
raged in South Ossetia and MNagerna-Karabakh, two of the mast 
Violent troublespots in the region. 

Violence erupted in the Georgian capital of Thilisi when a 
powerful remote-cantrolled bomb, planted in a parked cary went 
off shortly after Dzehaba Ioseliani, deputy chairman of 
Georgqia’s State Council, passed by in a motorcade on his way to 
a meeting of the ruling body. 

@ The bomb left Toselani unhurt, Four bystanders were killed, 
nid four other people were injured, according to Georgia’s 
Interior Ministry, Russian television said several houses were 
destroyed by the powerful explosion. 

There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the 
bomb. Logseliani has many potential enemies, including 
supporters of the former Georgian president, 2viad 
Gamsakhurdia, who was ousted in & Civil war in January. 

Forner Soviet Foareddn Minister Eduard A. Shevardnadze, the 
head of the State Council, candemned the bombing as an attack 
an Georgia's democracy « 

‘*Rutk we are net afraid, and even if only one sensible 
person is left in Georgia, he will continue struggling for 
Georgia to remain on the chosen path’’ toward democracy . 
Shevardnadze said. 

loseliani. called the attack the work of ** fascists, “°° the 
Lprinda news agency said. The State Council opened an 
investiqatian. 

Later in the day, ubsite of the Georgian National Guard 
peized two hostages, including the mayor of the city of Gord. 
Pwhere Soviet dictator Josef Stalin was bern, and demanded the 
commander of a former Soviet tank regiment based there give 
them weapons, the ITAR-Tass adenecy reported. 

When the commander, who was not identified, refused ta turn 
Over any weapons, the Georgian National Guardsmen opened fire 
on the unidh,. Two Russian servicemen were killed and two women 
and) a chided seriously wounded, ITTAR-Tass said, quoting the 
assistant commander af the Trangscaucasian military digtrict, 
Col, Vasily Fechenkov. ; 

Attacks on former Soviet military bases and weapons depots 
Ln othe Caucasus have become common in recent manths warring 
groups try to gek weapons. 

Meanwhile, fighting continued elsewhere in the Caucasus 
Foun tals . 
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—~TURKIYE-NAHcIVAN 

—-DEMIREL: ~~  YUKUMLULUKLERIMIZE BAGLIYIZ ~~ 


MOSKOVA (A.A) - Basbakan Suleyman Demirel, Turkiye’ nin 
NahCivan’a asker gonderme karari aldigi ve daha sonra bu 
karardan 
vazgeCtigi yolundaki haberlerin gerCeklere dayanmadigini, ancak 
Turkiye nin Nahcivan’in statusune iliskin yukumluluklerine bagli 
oldugunu bildirdi. 

Basbakan Suleyman Demirel’in, dun Nahcivan’i Turkiye’ye 
baglayan 
koprunun aCilisi sirasinda Izvestia gazetesinin muhabiriyle, 
Nahcivan parlamentosu baskani Haydar Aliyev’in Cevirmenligi 
araciligiyla yaptigi soylesi gazetenin bugunku sayisinda yer 
aldi. 

Izvestia’da yer aldigi sekliyle, gazeteci Basbakan Demirel’e 
su 
soruyu yoneltti: ~° Turkiye neden Nahcivan’a asker gonderme 
yolunda 
aldigi karari degistirdi? ~~’ 

Basbakan Demirel bu soruyu yanitlarken, “°Hayir, birinci de 
yanlis ikinci de. Nahcivan’in statusunun Turkiye’“nin onayi 
olmadan 
degistirilemez olusu Turkiye iCin Cok onemlidir. Buna kalkisacak 
Olan olursa Turkiye kendi gorusunu bildirecek ve 
yukumluluklerine 
sadik kalacak. Biz bundan vazgeCmedik. Ama biz baris 
istiyoruz.~~ 
seklinde konustu. 

Demirel, Turkiye ile Rusya arasindaki iliskilerin 
Azerbaycan-Ermenistan Catismasina ~“rehin olup olmayacagi’~ 
yolundaki bir soruya karsilik olarak da, hafta basinda Rusya 
devlet 
baskani Boris Yeltsin’le yaptigi gorusmede, iki tarafin da bolge 
sorunlarinin Cozumunde kuvvet kullanmaktan kaCinmasi yolunda 
gorusbirligine vardiklarini soyledi. 

Demirel Karabag sorununun bir ~’dunya sorunu’”~ oldugunu 
belireterek bu sorunu Cozgmenin uluslararasi topluluga dusen bir 
gorev oldugunu kaydetti. 

(MKE-Hc ) 








-* “HASRETI UMUDA DONUSTUREN KOPRU“ ‘- 


Torende son konusmayi Basbakan Demirel yapti. Demirel, 
Azerbaycan’ in milli bagimsizlik gununu kutlarken, bagimsizligin 
degerinin iyi bilinmesini istedi. Burada yasanan olayin bir 
koprunun aCilisi degil, 70 yil birbirinden ayri kalmis iki 
kardesin kucaklasmasi oldugunu vurgulayan Basbakan Demirel, 
Sunlari soyledi: 

~“Bir hasret gideriliyor. Bu coskuyu anlayabilmek lazimdir. 
Burada bir protokol icabi yerine getiriyor degil. Herkes burada 
olup biteni anlayisla karsilamali. Bu bir milli coskudur. Aras 
nehrinin, yillarin ayirdigi, devrin degismesi suretiyle 
ebediyete kadar kucaklasacak Turkiye ile Azerbaycan halki, Turk 
milletinin iki ailesi birbiri ile kucaklasiyor. Degeri 
bilinecek olan odur. Bundan kimse kuskulanmamali. Bu bir 
kardeslik koprusudur, hasret koprusudur. Hasreti umuda 
donusturen bir koprudur. Bunda herkes iCin yarar var.~~ 

Herkesin komsulari ile iyi geCinmeleri halinde dunyada 
baris olacagina isaret eden Basbakan, Turkiye ile Azerbaycan’in 
kucaklasmasinin kimseyi rahatsiz etmemesi gerektigini 
vurguladi. ~“Azerbaycan’a NahCivan’a ait olan topraklara 
baskalari saldirmasaydi da kan dokulmeseydi”~ diyen Demirel, 
kuvvet kullanma suretiyle toprak kazanma yolunun kapandigini 
soyledi. Basbakan, ~"Kim kuvet kullanmaya kalkarsa, bilmeli ki, 
kendisinden kuvvetlisi vardir, pisman olacaktir’~° dedi. 

Koprunun sadece bu iki ulkeyi degil, Avrupa ile Asya’yi 
birbirine baglayacagini belirten Demirel, sozlerini soyle 
tamamladi: 

~“Bizler, kardesligin, dostlugun degerini Cok iyi bilen 
insanlariz. Dunya’nin bu bolgesinde baris aranacak ve 
bulunacak. Ama bu bolgeye daha iyi bakilmasi ve haksizliklara 
arka Cikilmamasi lazimdir. Umuyoruz ki haksizliklar Dunya“nin 
Zihninde yeretmis olacak ve herkes haksizliklar karsisinda 
Olacaktir. Hakkin bilegini kimse bu zamana kadar bukemedi. 
Bizler, baris, dostluk, kardeslik istiyoruz, Insanlarin 
Dunya’nin her tarafinda rahat olmasini istiyoruz. Baska ulkeler 
Ge bunu isterse o zaman akan sular durulur. Allah butun turkluk 
aleminin yardimcisi olsun.’ 


-° “GELECEK BIZIMLEDIR’ “- 


Azerbaycan’in milli bagimsizlik gunune denk gelen torende 
ilk konusmayi, Azerbaycan Cumhurbaskani Vekili Isak Kamberov 
yapti. Kamberov, koprunun sadece Turkiye ile NahCivan ve 
Azerbaycan’i degil, butun Turk dunyasini birbirine bagladigini 
ve bunun bir dostluk, kardeslik koprusu haline gelecegini 
soyledi. Kamberov, ~°Bu kopru Turkiye ve Azerbaycan halklarina 
hayir getirecektir’ ~ dedi. 

Kamberov, Azerbaycan’in zor gunler yasadigini ve tecavuze 
ugradigini da belirterek, ~~Bu kopru, Azerbaycan’ in 
bagimsizligina ve demokratik devlet olmasina da hizmet edecek. 
Biz her birimiz bu yolda elimizden geleni esirgemeyecegiz® “diye 
konustu. Kamberov sozlerini, ~“Yasasin Azerbaycan-Turkiye 
dostlugu, yasasin Turk dunyasinin buyuk ve kiymetli ogullari. 
Gelecek bizimledir’~ diye tamamladi. 


~**70 YILDIR HASRETLE BEKLEDIK’ *- 


NahCivan Parlamentosu Baskani Haydar Aliyev de, ~°70 yildir 
bu gunu hasretle bekledik. Simdi ise bu dileklerimiz 
gerCeklesiyor. Bugun buyuk bir bayramdir’ ‘dedi. 

Aliyev, Nahcivan’da Cok kotu gunlerin yasandigini, yigit 
Cocuklarinin vatanlarini Ermenilere karsi kahramanca 
savunduklarini ifade ederek, torene katilanlari, vatanlari 
ugrunda sehit dusen bu kisiler iCin saygi durusuna Cagirdi. 
Koprunun aCilisi dolayisiyla Cumhurbaskani Turgut Ozal, 
Basbakan Demirel ve diger yetkililere minnetlerini ileten 
Aliyev, ~°Yasasin buyuk ve kudretli Turk halki, yasasin Turk 
halklarinin birligi, Turkiye ve Azerbaycan’in kardeslik, birlik 


ve dosatiugu’. dlye kontetu. oa 0 os fp ee eee 


-DEMIREL NAHcIVAN ‘DA 

-TURKIYE VE NAHcCIVAN °*°UMIT*” ILE BAGLANDI 
-BASBAKAN DEMIREL UMIT’I ULASIMA AcTI 
-DEMIREL:**BU KOPRU AcILISI DEGIL, IKI 
KARDESIN YENIDEN KUCAKLASMASIDIR’ ~ 

-~“KUVVET KULLANMA SURETIYLE TOPRAK KAZANMA 
YOLU KAPANDI. KIM KUVVET KULLANMAYA KALKARSA 
KENDISINDEN KUVVETLISI VARDIR’ * 

-HAYDAR ALIYEV: **70 YILDIR BIZ BU GUNU 
HASRETLE BEKLEDIK’~ * 

-INONU: *~*BU KOPRU BIR BARIS, SEVGI, DOSTLUK, 
MEDENTYET KOPRUSUDUR* ~ 


( FOTOGRAFLI ) 


NAHcIVAN (A.A) - Dilek Akerdem bildiriyor- Turkiye ile 
NahCivan’i birbirine baglayan, Aras nehri uzerine kurulu 
~“Umit~~ koprusu, Basbakan Suleyman Demirel ve NahCivan 
Cumhurbaskani Haydar Aliyev tarafindan bugun torenle aCildi. 

Demirel, kalabalik dolayisiyla buyuk bir izdihamin 
yasandigi torendeki konusmasinda, ~‘yasanan olayin sadece bir 
koprunun aCilisi degil, iki kardesin yeniden kucaklasmasi 
Oldugunu’” soyledi. NahCivan Cumhurbaskani Aliyev de, 70 yildir 
bu gunu hasretle beklediklerini kaydetti. 

Demirel, Aliyev, Devlet Bakani ve Basbakan Yardimcisi Erdal 
inonu ile beraberindekiler, Turk ve Azerbaycan bayraklari, 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk ve Azerbaycan Demokratik Cumhuriyeti nin 
kurucusu Mehmet Emin Resulzade nin fotograflariyla donatilan 
toren alanina geldiklerinde kurban kesilerek karsilandilar. cok 
sayida yerli ve yabanci basin mensubunun izledigi, kalabalik 
bir toplulugun katildigi torene, Turgut Ozal da yazili bir 
kutlama mesaji gonderdi. 









-° “ALIYEV, HADI ARTIK BIZI GONDER’ °- 


Demirel, Azerbaycan Parlamento Baskani ve Cumhurbaskani 
Vekili Isa Kamberov da yaptigi konusmada, Aliyev’e, Demirel ‘in 
goruslerini yurekten paylastigini soyledi. Azerbaycan’daki Halk 
Cephesi’nin Calismalarini da anlatan Kamberov, Nahcivan’da 
duzenli bir ordu kurulmasi ve savasabilen herkesin savasmasi 
halinde Nehcivan’in kendisini kurtarabilecegini, sinirlarini 
guvenli hale getirebilecegini ve hiC kimsenin Nahcivan’a yan 
gozle bakamayacagini kaydetti. 

Alandaki konusmalardan sonra Aliyev ile Demirel, Parlamento 
binasina geldiler. Buradaki Baskanlik makaminda Aliyev ile 
birlikte foto muhabirleri ve kameramanlara Cekim yapma imkani 
veren Demirel, ~“hepinize Cok tesekkur ederim. Fevkalada buyuk 
bir gundu, guzel bir gundu. cok mutlu ayriliyoruz. Karanlik 
basmadan uCaga binebilirsek Ankara”“ya gidip Bakanlar Kurulu 
toplantisi yapacagiz. Sayin Haydar Aliyev, hadi artik bizi 
gonder.~~ 

Programin uzamasi nedeniyle, Nahcivan Parlamentosu’ nda 
konusma yapamayan Demirel ve beraberindekiler, daha sonra 
Havaalani’na hareket ettiler. Demirel, Inonu ve beraberindeki 
Turk heyetini, Havaalani’nda Azerbaycan ve Nahcivan 
yetkilileriyle kalabalik bir halk toplulugu ugurladi. 

Demirel ve beraberindekileri getiren iki uCak, Nahcivan’ dan 
saat 19.30°da havalandi. 

(RD-FUN-SFT) ~~ZOR KULL 

(DE-Hc ) 
tur aac 





—**VATAN YAPMAK KOLAY DEGILDIR’ “- 


Daha sonra coskun sevgi gosterileri arasinda konusan 
Basbakan Suleyman Demirel, Azerbaycan’in istiklaline kavustugu 
28 Mayis gununu, bu ulkenin insanlarinin arasinda geCirmek ve 
onlarla beraber olmaktan, ~“"bu buyuk gunde’~°~ onlari kutlama 
firsatini bulmaktan sonsuz mutluluk duydugunu belirtti. 

Nahcivan’da Turk heyetine gosterilen buyuk ilgi ve sevgiden 
dolayi kendisi ve beraberindeki heyet adina minnet ve 
sukranlarini sunan Demirel, soyle devam etti: 

*“Azerbaycan’ in yeniden azadliga, bagimsizligina kavusmasi 
bizim iCin sonsuz bir sevinC vesilesi olmustur. 

Sevgili kardeslerim, hepinize birden sesleniyorum, bakiniz, 
1918’ de kavusmus bulundugunuz azadlik, rahmetli buyuk adam 
mehmet Emin Resulzade“nin soyledigi gibi milletlere istiklal, 
insanlara, hurriyete yeni bastan kavustunuz. Simdi buna iyi 
sahip olunuz, birlik olunuz. Birlik, beraberlik iCinde olunuz. 
Duzenlik iCinde olunuz. HiC kimse size bir sey yapamaz. Biz 
Ssizinle beraberiz.~~ 

Karabag’da, Susa’da, LaCin’de, Sederek’te ve Ordubat ta 
hayatini kaybedenleri rahmetle andigini kaydeden Basbakan 
Demirel, sozlerini soyle surdurdu: 

~“Vatan yapmak kolay degildir. Vatan ancak ugrunda olenler 
varsa vatandir. Onun iCindir ki, zor kullanmak suretiyle 
Sinirlarin degisecegini zannedenler avuClarini yalayacaktir. 

Butun dunyayla Moskova’da Rusya Federasyonu ileri 
gelenleriyle, Yeltsin’le konustum. Herkesle konustum. 
Mitterrand’ la, Bush’la konustum. Sizin davanizi Turkiye olarak 
ne kadar yakindan takip ettigimizi, Allah sahittir ki, herkes 
biliyor. 

Milletimizin buyuk evladi, kahraman Ataturk, (Azerbaycan’ in 
elemi, bizim elemimizdir, Azerbaycan’in sevinci bizim 
sevincimizdir) demistir. Size burada igne batarsa, bize orada 
Cuvaldiz batar. Turkiye’deki 60 milyon kardesiniz sizinle her 
sart altinda beraberdir. Onu bilmenizi istiyorunm. 

Aras Nehri’nin o tarafindaki insanlarla bu tarafindaki 
insanlar ayni insanlardir, ayni milletin Cocuklaridir ve Turk 
aleminin mensuplaridir. Gonuller ve kalpler, zihinler, kan, 
Gin, dil birdir. Simdi de Aras Nehri’nin iki yakasini 
birlestiren Kopru ile, boylesi bir gunde, Nehrin ayirdigi iki 
ulke yine bir oldu. Onumuzde guzel gunler vardir. Sorunlarin 
hepsi asilacaktir. Guzel gunlere hep beraber gidecegiz. 
Azerbaycan ve Turkiye, ebediyete kadar mutlu yasayacaktir. 
Yasasin Turkiye, Azerbaycan ve Nahcivan. ~~ 





-DEMIREL, NAHCIVAN’ DA: 

~*ZOR KULLANARAK SINIRLARIN DEGISECEGINI 
ZANNEDENLER AVUcLARINI YALAYACAKLAR* ° 

~*BIRLIK IcINDE OLUNUZ, OZGURLUGUN 

KIYMETINI BILINIZ’~ 

-DEMIREL, SEHITLER MEZARLIGI‘“NI DA ZIYARET ETTI 


( FOTOGRAFLI ) 


NAHCIVAN (A.A) -— Remzi Dilan, Dilek Akerdem bildiriyor - 
Basbakan Suleyman Demirel, Nehcivan’da halka hitaben yaptigi 
konusmada, ~°zor kullanmak suretiyle sinirlarin degisecegini 
zannedenler avuClarini yalayacaktir’~ dedi. 

Demirel, NahCivanlilar’a, ozgurlugun kiymetini iyi 
bilmeleri ve birlik olmalari Cagrisinda da bulundu. Demirel ve 
Basbakan Yardimcisi Inonu ile beraberindekiler, Umit Koprusu’nu 
astiktan sonra Baskent’e, araC konvoyunun yarattigi izdiham 
nedeniyle yaklasik iki saatte gelebildiler. 

Nahcivan Parlamento Baskani Haydar Aliyev, Basbakan Demirel 
ve beraberindekilere Devlet Konukevi’nde bir yemek verdi. 

Demirel ve Inonu, buradan Sehitler Mezarligi’na gittiler. 
Sehitlerin kabirlerine Celenk koyarak saygi durusunda bulunan 
Demirel ve Aliyev, Yasin Suresi’ni dinledikten sonra Fatiha 
Ookudular. 

Sehitlik’ teki torene katilanlar, simdi ~“Azgadlik Meydani’ ~ 
Olan eski Lenin Meydani’na geldiler. Meydani dolduran 10 bin 
dolayindaki halk, Demirel’e coskun sevgi gosterilerinde 
bulundu. Alanda ilk konusymayi yapan Nahcivan Parlamento 
Baskani Haydar Aliyev, bugun aCilisi yapilan Umit Koprusu‘nu, 
Aras Nehri’nin iki tarafinda yasayanlari birbirine daha da 
baglayacagini soyledi. 

Azerbaycan’ in kurulus yildonumu olan bu gunde, Nahcivan’ da 
bulunmalari nedeniyle halki adina Turk heyetine iCten tesekkur 
ve minnetlerini sundugunu belirten Aliyev, ozetle soyle dedi: 

~*“GeCmiste oldugu gibi bugun de Turk halki, Turk devleti, 
Nahcivan’a ozel ilgi gostermektedir. Turk yetkilileriyle 
imzaladigimiz anlasma uyarinca Turkiye, Nahcivan’a 100 milyon 
dolar kredi vermektedir. Bunun iCin de tesekkur ve 
minnetlerimizi Sayin Demirel’e sunuyoruz. Bu zor gunlerde de, 
Ermenistan bizim topraklarimiza saldirirken, Sayin Demirel ve 
Turk yetkililer seslerini yukseltmis, beyanatlar vermis, 
girisimlerde bulunmus, davamizi en yuksek duzeyde 
savunmuslardir. Bu nedenle de kendilerine samimi tesekkurlerimi 
bildiriyorum. ~~ 
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TUR O1253 DIS 02-06 1844 AGIK KARABAG 


-AGIK-—KARABAG 
-ROMA’ DA °° YAVAS’’ ILERLEME 


ROMA (A.A) - Agik ulkelerinin Italya’nin baskenti Roma’da 
dun baslayan, karabag sorununun Cozumune yonelik acil 
toplantida ‘‘agir da olsa bir ilerleme saglandigi’’ bildirildi. 

Beyaz Rusya’nin baskenti Minsk’ te duzenlenmesi planlanan 
baris konferansina hazirlik amaciyla yapilan bu toplantinin 
baskan yardimcisi Mario Sica, bugun gazetecilere yaptigi 
aCiklamada, AGIK’in Cagrisi uzerine yapilan acil toplantida 
““ilerleme kaydedildigini, ancak bunun Cok yavas oldugunu’’ 
soyledi. 

Sica, Daglik Karabag Ermenilerinin Roma’daki toplantiya 
kKatilmalari iCin umut oldugunu belirtti ve taraflar arasinda 
bazi onemli konularda gorusme yapilmasiyla ilgili olarak 
anlasma saglandigini kaydetti. 

Sica, tartismaya aCilmasinda anlasmaya varilan konular 
arasinda, Ermenistan’la Azerbaycan arasindaki sinir, Ermeniler 
tarafindan isgal edilen topraklar ve AGIK gozlemcilerinin 
bolgeye gonderilmelerinin yer aldigini soyledi. 

Mario Sica, gorusmelere en az bir gun daha devam 
edilecegini sozlerine ekledi. 

11 ulkenin katildigi gorusmelerde, Turkiye’yi BuyukelCi 
SelCuk Korkut baskanliginda bir heyet temsil ediyor. 

(REU-AP-KB-ASL-SIM) **YAVAS'’ I o T6152 TUR 01167 POL 02-06 
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TUR 02545 DIP 02-06 1920 TURKIYE NAHCIVAN NAHCIVAN’A ILK 


-TURKIYE-NAHCIVAN 

-NAHCIVAN’A ILK ASAMADA 10 MILYON DOLAR KREDI 
-cETIN: ~*BUNU NAHCIVAN’A KARSI 

BIR GOREV OLARAK GORUYORUZ‘* * 


( FOTOGRAFLI ) 


ANKARA (A.A) - Nahcivan’in Turkiye’ den yapacagi ithalatta 
kullanmasi iCin verilecek 100 milyon dolarlik kredinin, ilk dilimi 
Olan 10 milyon dolara iliskin Eximbank kredisi ~“mutabakat zabti’~ 
imzalandi. 

Anlasmayi Turkiye adina Disisleri Bakani Hikmet cetin, Nahcivan 
adina ise Cumhurbaskani Haydar Aliyev imzaladilar. 

Disisleri Bakani cetin, imza toreninde yaptigi konusmada, 
zerbaycan in ozerk bolgesi olan Nahcivan’in, geCis doneminde bazi 
‘Sikintilar yasadigini ve Turkiye’ nin ise bu sikintilari elinden 
geldigince gidermek zorunda oldugunu soyledi. 

**Bunu kardeslerimize karsi bir gorev olarak kabul ediyoruz’~ 
diyen cetin, Nahcivan’in statusunun, Turkiye’nin de imza koydugu 
anlasmalara bagli oldugunu ve bu durumda Turkiye’ nin, Nahcivan’a 
ozel bir ilgi duymasinin dogal oldugunu kaydetti. 

cetin, acil gida ve tekstil ihtiyaClari iCin kullanilacak olan 
10 milyon dolarlik bu yardim diliminin, ~*Turkiye’nin Nahcivanli 
kardeslerine bir katkisi’” oldugunu soyledi. 

Disisleri Bakani cetin, Minsk konferansina hazirlik niteligi 
tasiyan, Roma’da yapilan acil toplantiya da deginerek, bu toplantida 
Turk tarafinin ozellikle uzerinde durdugu konunun Ermenistan’ in, 
Nahcivan’a ve Azerbaycan’a yonelik saldirilarina son vermesi 
olduguna bildirdi. cetin, Ermenistan’in isgal ettigi topraklardan 
Cekilmesinden sonra etkili bir ateskesin saglanmasinin, insani 
yardimi engelleyen ablukalarin ortadan kaldirilmasinin ve butun 
bunlari gozlemek iCin bir AGIK heyetinin bolgeye gitmesinin yerinde 
DPlacagini belirtti. 

cetin, Sirbistan’ in da Bosna-Hersek’e yonelik saldirilarina bir 
an once son vermesini isteyerek, ~“bu hem Sirp halkinin, hem de 
Gunya ve bolge halkinin yararina olur’™~ diye konustu. 

Nahcivan Cumhurbaskani Haydar Aliyev de, Turkiye’nin son 
yillarda izledigi adaletli dis politikasinin butun dunyada 
barissever ulkeler tarafindan olumlu karsilandigini soyledi. 

Turkiye nin Moskova ve Kars anlasmalarina imza koydugunu 
hatirlatan Aliyev, ~"“Nahcivan’in ozerk bir bolge olmasinda 
Turkiye“nin etkisi buyuktur. Simdi de Turk yetkililer, bu 
anlasmalari hiC unutmuyorlar, hayata geCirilmesine Calisiyorlar’~ 
diye konustu. 

Turkiye ile Nahcivan arasindaki 100 milyon dolarlik kredi 
protokolu, 24 Mart°’ta Basbakan Suleyman Demirel ile Haydar Aliyev 
tarafindan imzalanmisti. 

(TUB-SFT ) 


-SUYU ARAYAN ADAM 
_ se 

Basbakan Demirel de Haydar Aliyev’e, Sevket Surreya 
Aydemir’in *‘Suyu Arayan Adam’’ adli eserini armagan ederken, 
kKitabin NahCivan’in komunist istilasina dusmeden onceki 
durumunu anlattigini belirtti ve Aliyev’e okumasini onerdi. 

Kitabi mutlaka okuyacagini belirten Aliyev, 1918-20 yillari 
arasinda Turk askerlerinin 3-4 yil Nahcivan’da bulunduklarini 
hatirlatti. Aliyev, *“‘Nahcivan halki Ermeni korkusundan 
kurtulunca Turk askerleri oradan Cekildiler. O Cok aziz bir 
devirdir’’: dedi. 

Basbakan Demirel, bu arada, ‘*‘Dunya oyle bir harekete geCti 
ki kan dokenlerin yanina bunu birakmayacaktir’’ diye konustu. 
Karabag ve Bosna-Hersek'teki Olaylari dunyaya anlatma imkani 
bulduklarini ve Yugoslavya’ya buyuk bir kondugunu anlatan 
Demirel, ‘*‘Kan hala durmazsa yapilacak dunya mudahalesidir. 
Devletlierin teker teker bir seyleri yapmasi yerine, dunyanin 
bunu sirtlanmasi insanligin gelecegi aCisindan hayirlidir. 
Azerbaycan’da nahcivan’daki kardeslerimiz hem bizim, hem 
dunyanin destegine sahiptir’’ dedi. 

Haydar Alyev ise, dunyaya bu sorunlari anlatmanin Turkiye 
ve Demirel sayesinde oldugunu belirtti. 


-BIR TEK LOKMA BILE..- 


Ote yandan, Aliyev, Basbakanlik’a gelirken gazetecilerin 
sorusu uzerine gorusmede, 100 milyon dolarlik Turkiye 
yardiminin ilk 10 milyon dolarinin Cesitlendirilmesi ve takvimi 
konusunun ele alinacagini bildirdi. Aliyev, bu yardimdan 


oncelikle gidayi istediklerini belirterek, **2 gunluk unumuz 
kKaldi. Ekmeksiz yasanmaz’’ diye konustu. 
Aliyev Basbakan Demirel’*den once, Devlet Bakani Cavit 
aglar ile de bir gorusme yapti. caglar, ‘‘Turkiye kalkinmaniz 


iCin elinden geleni yapacak. Bir tek lokmamizi bile sizinle 
paylasiriz’’ dedi. 

Basbakan Demirel Aliyev’le yaptigi gorusmeden once de ABD 
buylukelCisi Richard Barkley ile 2 ABD guvenlik gorevlisini 
kabul etti. Barkley, Basbakanlik’tan ayrilirken gazetecilerin 
sorusu uzerine, bunun normal bir gorusme oldugunu soyledi. 

(SBL-—-DLK-SUN) 
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tur aac 
—-DEMIREL-ALIYEV GORUSMESI 
—-BASBAKAN: "AZERBAYCAN VE NAHCIVAN’ DAKI 
KARDESLERIMIZ BIZIM VE DUNYANIN DESTEGINE SAHIPTIR" 
-"DUNYA OYLE BIR HAREKETE GEcTI KI, KAN DOKENLERIN 
YANINA BUNU BIRAKMAYACAK" 
-"DUNYA YUGOSLAVYA’ YA BUYUK AMBARGOLAR KOYDU, 
KAN HALA DURMAZSA YAPILACAK SEY DUNYANIN MUDAHALESIDIR" 
—-BASBAKAN ALIYEV’E "SUYU ARAYAN ADAM" ADLI 
KITABI ARMAGAN ETTI 


ANKARA (A.A) - Basbakan Suleyman Demirel, Azerbaycan ve 
NahCivan’daki insanlarin Turkiye’nin ve dunyanin destegine 
sahip olduklarini belirterek, "Dunya oyle bir harekete geCti 
ki, kan dokenlerin yanina bunu Dirakmayacaktir" dedi. 
Yugoslavya’ ya ambargo uygulandigini hatirlatan Basbakan, kan 
dokulmesinin durmamasi halinde, bundan sonra yapilacak seyin 
dunyanin mudahalesi olacagini vurguladi. 

Basbakan Demirel, Izmir Iktisat kongresi nedeniyle 
Turkiye’ ye davet ettigi NahCivan Parlamento Baskani Haydar 
Aliyev’ le bBbugun bir sure gorustu. Aliyev gorusmede, Basbakan 
Demirel’e, esi Nazmiye Demirel’ le 1967’‘de Baku‘ ye yaptigi 
Ziyaret sirasinda Cekilen fotograflari armagan ederken, 
“Haniminiz da guzel, simdi de guzeldir” dedi. Basbakan, 
Aliyev’in bu sozlerine, "Hanima soylerim, Cok memnun olacak”" 
karsiligini verdi. 

Aliyev ayrica, Demirel’e NahCivan ziyareti dolayisiyla 
tesekkur etti ve bu ziyaretin kendileri iCin tarihte en buyuk 
sayfa Olarak kaydedildigini belirtti. Aliyev bu arada, Basbakan 
Demirel’e NahCivanli genC kizlar tarafindan dokunan bir hali 
armagan etti. 





—-NAHCIVAN’ IN SORUNU BIZIM SONRUNUMUZ- 


Basbakan Demirel de, "NahCivanli kardeslerimizin bize 
gosterdikleri muhabbet hediyelerin en guzelidir”™ dedi. Umit 
Koprusu ile cografyanin da birlestigini kaydeden Demirel, soyle 
devam etti: 

"Oradaki kardeslerimizin baris iCinde yasamalari en buyuk 
dilegimizdir. Siz de Cok Buyuk bir gorev yapiyorsunuz. Bunu 


basariyla gerCeklestirmeniz bizi memnun ediyor. NahCivan’ in 
gibi sorunu olursa, bu bizim sorunumuzdur." 











-ESKI DUZENE SON 

Aliyev, komunist donemden kalan ve halen yururlukte bulunan 
kanunlarin hepsinin degistirilecegini ve torpak reformuna 
gidilecegini bildirerek, soyle dedi: 

‘*Topraklarin hepsini dagitacagim. Ben bugun (dun) 
Erzurum’da, Vali ve Belediye Baskani ile bir lokantada yemek 
yedim. Hersey iyi, temiz, guzel, yemekler lezzetli. Valiye 
sordum, kime ait burasi diye. Sahsa ait dedi. Ancak 
biliyorsunuz Nahcivan’da kotu fikirli insanlar var. Yarin ben 
bir restorani bir sahsa versem, diyeceklerki Aliyev bunu satti, 
parayi aldi cebine atti. Bu sekilde dusunenler Cok pis kafali 
insanlar. Bu yuzden bunlari yapmak iCin zorlanmaktayim ama ben 
HhiCbir dedikoduya kulak asmayacagim, ne derlerse desinler 
topragi paylastiracagim, lokantalari paylastiracagim, 
magazalari paylastiracagim, halka verecegim. Sonra, 
isletmeleri, fabrikalari da verecegim. Bunu yapabilmek iCin 
bana imkan lazim, imkan vermiyorlar. Ancak bunlara bakmadan 
dediklerimi yapacagim. 

Erzurum merkezinde dolasirken vali bana binalari 
gosteriyor, su Ziraat Bankasi, su Sumerbank, su Is Bankasi, su 
falan banka diye anlatiyor. Bir merkezde 10 tane kadar banka 
gosterdi. Nahcivan’da bir banka yok. Biz, Turk isadami Ibrahim 
Aydin’la (Matsan firmasinin sahibi) bir banka kurmak istedik, 
ondan oturu neler soylemediler. O bankanin aCilacagi binanin 
(eski Lenin Muzesi) 117 adet camini gece gelip kirdilar ki, bu 
banka aCilmasin. Ben bunlara parlamentoda uC saat anlattim ki, 
bu banka benim iCin degil, Nahcivan’in ekonomisi iCin lazimdir 
diye. Yok biz bunu istemiyoruz diyorlar, peki ne istiyorsunuz 
diyorum, kendileri de bilmiyor ne istediklerini.’' 


-RUSVETcI ESKI KOMUNISTLER 


Aliyev, halk arasinda yaygin sekilde, ‘‘eski komunistlerin 
bina ve arazileri yuksek fiyatlarla satip, bir kisim parayi 
kendilerine sakladiklari, is kurmak isteyen firmalardan para 
aldiklari, nasil olsa bir gun kovulacaklarini dusunerek 
kKuplerini doldurmaya baktiklari’’ seklinde iddialar bulundugunu 
hatirlatarak bu konudaki gorusunu sormamiz uzerine de soyle 
konustus: 

**Biliyorsunuz efendim, bu eski komunistler geCmiste ne 
yapmislarsa yapmislar. Onlarin elinden mallarini simdi almak 
mumkun degil. Simdi ben ne yapmaliyim? Ben 14 yil Azerbaycan’da 
parti baskanligi yaptim, 14 sene, bu komunistlerle, rusvet 
alanlarla mucadele ettim. Ben sonra, Moskova’da Polit Buro 
uyeligi yaptim, Polit Buro uyeliginden ayrildim, benden sonra 
gelen adamlar, benim hapsettirdigim, isten Cikarttigim bu 
adamlari korudular, kalkindirdilar. Haydar Aliyev adaletsizlik 
yapti, bunlar iyi adamlardir dediler, o adamlar gene yerlerinde 
kaldilar. 


-ALIYEV, A.A’ NIN SORULARINI YANITLADI 

« ~NAHCIVAN PARAMENTO BASKANI ALIYEV: 
—-**KOMUNIST DONEMDEN KALMA KANUNLARI DEGISTIRECEGIZ’’ 
“*BIR AN ONCE PIYASA EKONOMISINE GEcCMEK ISTIYORUZ’’ 
—-**TARIM ARAZILERINI, FABRIKALARI, MAGAZALAR VE 
DIGER ISYERLERINI HALKA DAGITACAGIZ’’ 


ANKARA (A.A) - Nahcivan Parlamento Baskani Haydar Aliyev, 
komunist donemden kalan tum kanunlari degistireceklerini, 
Piyasa ekonomisine geCeceklerini ve devletin elindeki araziler 
ile fabrika ve isyerlerini halka dagitacaklarini soyledi. 

Izmir’de yapilacak olan 3. Iktisat Kongresine katilmak 
uzere dun Ankara’ya gelirken uCakta Anadolu Ajansi muhabirinin 
sorularini yanitlayan Aliyev, bir an once Turk alfabesine 
geCeceklerini aCikladi, Ermeni saldirilari ve ulkesindeki 
muhaliflerinin itirazlarinin bu reformlari geciktirdigini 
belirtti. 

Aliyev, ulkesindeki ekonomik sikintilarin nedenleri 

onusunda soyle konustus 

‘*Ben Sovyetler Birligi doneminin ekonomisini, siyasetini 
biliyorum. O ekonomi, o siyaset bir zaman SSCB’ye Cok onemli 
neticeler getirmisti. Sonra o ekonomi asagi dogru dustu. Bunu 
kaldirmak zordu. Onun yerine, o ekonomik sistem, sSiyasi sistem 
degismeliydi. Ben bu degismenin basinda idim. 1982, 1983 
yillarinda, Brejnev vefat ettikten sonra, ben orada Polit Buro 
uyesi idim, bu meseleleri dusunuyordum. Fakat GorbaCov 
akilsizlik yapti, Cok seyleri dusunmeden yapti kendi basina. Bu 
nedenle de, bakin 1983, 1984, 1985 yillarinda ekonomide donusum 
baslamasina ragmen, 1992 yilina geldigimiz halde hiCbir sey 
yok. Sadece Azerbaycan degil, her yer boyle. Rusya bizimkinden 
de kotu, zor durumda. Nahcivan onlara gore nispeten iyi. 


-cABUK DEGISIM- 


Ben su dusuncedeyim ki, bu ekonomik sistemi Cabuk 
degistirmek lazim. Piyasa ekonomisi olmalidir. Ancak DBunu 
Azerbaycan gibi mustakil bir devlette bile yapmak o kadar da 
kOlay degil. Ancak Nahcivan’da, bir kuCuk cumhuriyet olmasi 
nedeniyle ve benim de tecrubelerim olduguna gore, bunu bir an 
once yapmak istiyorum. Umit Koprusu’nun aCilmasi sayesinde, 
Turkiye vasitasiyla baska devletlerle isbirligine girerek, 
isadamlarini Nahcivan’a davet etmek, ekonomiyi canlandirmak, 
bunlarin hepsini planlamaktayim. 

Ancak bu planlari uygulamaya koyabilmem iCin gerekli huzur 
ortamini henuz bulamadim, Ermenistan’la surtusme ve iCerde bana 
muhalif olanlar birakmiyor ki.’ 

Aliyev bu arada, serbest piyasa ekonomisine geCis 
asamasinda Turkiye’de bu konuda uzman olanlardan 
yararlanacaklarini belirtti, Basbakan Demirel’den iyi ekonomi 
bilen musavirler gondermesini rica ettigini soyledi. 
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“Azerbaijanis Close in on Key Town in Northern 
Nagorno-Karabakh< 
“Eds: AMs. Updates with state of emergency in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
general mobilization. Adds byline.< 
“By DEBORAH SEWARD= 
“Associated Press= 

MOSCOW (AP) _ The Nagorno-Karabakh government introduced a 
state of emergency in the enclave Thursday and ordered a 
general mobilization, while Azerbaijan intensified its 
offensive to regain lost territory, news reports said. 

The ITAR-Tass news agency also said the Nagorno-Karabakh 
parliament sanctioned the start of a guerrilla war against 
Azerbaijani forces, which were closing in on the regional 
center of Mardakert. 

The week-old Azerbaijani offensive follows the election 
earlier this month Ebulfez Elcibey as president. The leader of 
the hawkish Popular Front has pledged to take back all 
territory lost by his country in four years of fighting with 
Armenians for control of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The state of emergency was to last for one month, but no 
details were given as to what it would entail. The general 
mobilization is not likely to have a great impact as many men 
in Nagorno-Karabakh are already under arms. 

Backed by about 20 tanks and 50 armored personnel carriers, 
the Azerbaijanis were trying to take Mardakert, according to 
the Armenian Defense Ministry. The ministry claimed ethnic 
Russians were fighting on the side of the Azerbaijanis. 

ITAR-Tass said a group of Armenian militants had threatened 
to blow up a hydroelectric dam near Mardakert to flood villages 
in nearby Azerbaijan. The Nagorno-Karabakh parliament condemned 
the threat, saying it would harm Armenians as well. 

The Interfax news agency quoted a statement by Elcibey as 
appealed to the United Nations, NATO, and the Council for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, to prevent Armenian 
aggression against Azerbaijan. 

The clashes in the past week between revitalized 
Azerbaijani forces and Armenian militants is some of the 
heaviest in more than four years of fighting for control of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a mainly Armenian enclave inside Azerbaijan. 

The Armenian Defense Ministry said Armenian forces had 
retaken the villages of Syrkhavend and Kazanchi, but about 20 
Armenians and some 200 Azerbaijani soldiers were killed during 
fighting over the past 24 hours. 
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“BC-Spain-Turkey-Nagorno-Kharabak ht 

“Turkey Warns Nagorno-Karabakin Might Be Next Middie East« 

MADRID, Spain (AP) — Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin said 
in an interview published Wednesday that if a peaceful solution were 
Mot Found, the Dloody ethnic conflict between Armenia and Azerdaijan 
over the enclave of Nagorno-nharabakh could develop into another 
““Widdie East. *- 

‘Tf a peaceful solution isn’t found we wild have a rew Middie 
East in the area that could create terrible problems for Turkey, the 
region and ali of Europe,’ * Cetin told the daily Ei Pais. 

More than 2,000 peopie have been Kilied in ethnic Fighting 
during the Tast Four years between Armenia and Azerbaijan for 
control oF Nagorno-Karabakh, 

Nagorno-Karabakh, an predominantiy Christian and Armenian 
enciave within Muslim Azerbaijan, was put under Azerbaijani control 
by the former Soviet Union. The Fighting has wrecked the economies 
oF Both countries and produced hundreds of thousands of refugees. 

Cetin said his government supported the exchange of a strip oF 
land that Links Srmenia to Nagorno-Karabakh for a Similar strip that 
Links Azerbaijan to Nachichevan as & possibie peace solution. 

Nachichevan is & region bordering iran and Turkey that is 
administered by Azerbaijan but cut off From Azerbaijan by Armenia. 

““tne of the alternatives that could be presented in an upcoming 
conference in the Belarussian city oF Minsk over Nagorno-Karabakh is 
this exchange of territory between both republics in order to bring 
peace to the region,’ Cetin said. 

The interview did not say when the conference wouid be held. 
Cetin granted the interview Aima Ata, Kazakhstan, on a recent 
Visit to Five republics of the former Soviet Union including Armenia 

ang Azerbaijan. 

This year, Armenian troops drove ail Azerbaijani forces From the 
WajGr cities in Nagorno-Karabakh and opened an Overiand route across 
Aa Marrow strip of Azerbaijani iand between the mountainous enclave 
and Armenia. in recent weeks, Azerbaijan has Launched a 
counteroftrensive to try to retake ground lost to Aarwvnenia. 

RaCeNnt international attempts at mediation by iran, Turkey, 
France and others have Failed to win a lasting cease-fire. 

“The UCRUCHSUS Bre vary important For our country, Cetin 
added. “We are trying to be as objective as possibile with both 
COUNtrIiEeS with whom we share borders an especially Long one with 
APM T Bn” 
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~“AZEREBAYCAN “A SO GER YAPTLACAK 

“AZERBAYCANM PILL DENTZCTILIK SIRKETI TRANS HAZAR 

DENT AZCTLIK IM, MARMARA TRANSPORT GEMT SANAYTII VE 
INSAAT AAS YE YARPTIRACAGTI SO ADET GEMTDEN TLE 1O° UNUM 
YARPUPING TLISKIN 140 PILYON MARKLIK ANLASMA TPZALANDT 


CPOTOGRAFLT > 


ESaTANBUL (8.8) ~ Azerbaycan Ulastirma Bakanligi’na bagli 
GQlarak TSO yildir faalivette bulunan Hazar (Hazer) Denizcilik 
girketinin Marmara Transport sirketine siparis ettiqi 3oO 
gemniden 2OCunmun yapimina iliskin 140 milyon marklik anlasma 
Istanbul ‘da imzalandi. 

Ayrica, Hazar Denizcilik’ le, Denizati Denizgcilik Sanayi ve 
Ak Sinad Urunleri sirketleri arasindalki ortaklik anlagsmagi da 
bugun imza @edildi. 

Turk Fetrol Holding’e bagli olarak Calisan Marmara 
Transport Purahhas azasi Esen Bolak, Denizati Yonetim Kurulu 
Ragskani Kemal Demirciogiu, Ak Sinai Yonetinm Yonetim Kurulu 
Raskani Fikret Kuran ve Hazar Denizcilik Genel Mudur Arif 
Gasnianavy tarafindan imzalanan ortaklik ve gemi yapimi 
anlasmagsi, 140 milyon Marklik finansman gerektiriyor. 

Marmara Transpert Murahhas azgasi Esen Bolak, imza toreninde 
yaphiqi aCiklamnada, dunya standartlarinda teknolojik donanimia 
yapacakilari gemilerin alk 1O°unun 44.5 yil iCGinde 
tamamlanacagini., gemnilerin hem deniz hem de nehir kosullarina 
dayanikiai olacaklarini soyvledi. 

Egen Bolak, anlasmanin her iki ulke hukumetleri tarafindan 
desteklendigqgini.s 140 milyoan mark civarindaki finansmanin da 
Turk Eximbank tarafindan karsilanmasi yoluna qidileceqini 
be hirtti. 

Bolak, soyle konustus 

“*410 senelil plan SO parCa gemiyi iCeriyor. I1lk ihtiyat 3 
bin tonluk Cok maksatila kuru yuk gemileri. Tlk ihtiyaC ilinde 
yer alan bu 10 geminin 44,9 yillik zamanda yapilmasi 
Dlanlaniyor, Yapilacak gemiler Azgerilerin istegi dogrultusiunda 
san madel teknoloaii ve ekipmanilarla donatilacak. Gemi yapiminda 
yuzde 60 yerli hammnadde kullanilacak,. Geri kalan ithal yoldan 
faqgianacak. ““ 





“BC-Italy—-Nagorno-Karabakh< 
“Turk, Azeri Representatives Walk Out of Talks< 

ROME (AP) _ The Turkish and Azeri representatives walked out of 
talks here Sunday aimed at arranging a conference to end four years 
of fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh, the Italian chairman of the 
session reported. 

Mario Raffaelli, an Italian parliamentarian leading the talks, 
which had resumed Saturday after a break of more than three weeks, 
said the delegates left the meeting room after a representative of 
the Armenian people in the enclave, attending as an observer, 
described himself as the ~“representative of the Nagorno 
republic. ~~ 

Reached later by telephone at the villa on the outskirts of 
Rome where the sessions are being held, Raffaelli said the talks 
were still going on. But, saying he had to get back to the meeting, 
the deputy didn’t say whether the two representatives had or would 
come back to the talks, which are scheduled to run through Tuesday. 

Italy has been chairing an 1l1i-nation meeting to prepare for a 
possible international peace conference in Minsk. 

The warfare, which has claimed 1,500 lives, centers on a 
conflict over the ethnic Armenian enclave in Azerbaijan, formerly a 
part of the Soviet Union. 

Earlier, the Italian news agency ANSA quoted Raffaelli as 
saying that he hoped the delegates would return to the table since 
the remark occurred during a working and not a plenary session, and 
thus shouldn’t be taken to mean other participants recognized any 
~“Nagorno republic. ~~ 

On Saturday, Raffaelli said that Armenian representatives from 
the enclave had decided not to sit in. 

The talks had broken down in early July when Armenia abandoned 
them. 

Some of the other participants are the United States, France, 
Germany and Azerbaijan. 
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-AZERBAYCAN DISISLERI BAKANI KASIMOV ANKARA’DA 


ANKARA (A.A) - Azerbaycan Disisleri Bakani Tevfik Kasimov uC 
gunluk resmi bir ziyaret iCin bugun Ankara’ya geldi. 

Kasimov’u Esenboga Havaalani’nda karsilayan Disisleri Bakani 
Hikmet cetin, gorusmelerde Azerbaycan Cumhurbaskani Ebulfez 
ElCibey°in Ankara’ya yapacagi ziyaretin on hazirliklarinin 
tamamlanacagini soyledi. 

cetin, Azerbaycan’ in demokrasi ve serbest piyasa ekonomisi 
alaninda attigi adimlarin Turkiye tarafindan memnuniyetle 
izlendigini kaydederek, ~“Turkiye, bu geCis doneminde Azerbaycan’ in 
taleplerini karsilamak iCin elinden geleni yapmaya hazirdir’~ dedi. 

Gorusmelerde ikili iliskilerin yani sira, Daglik Karabag 
sorununun da ele alinacagini kaydeden cetin, uluslararasi 
iliskilerin girdigi yeni donemde, isbirliginin onemli oldugunu ve bu 
anlayista silahin yerinin olmadigini ifade etti. 

cetin, ~ “Ermenistan isgal ettigi Azeri topraklarindan 
Cekilmelidir ve bolgede baris saglanmaldir. Minsk konferansinin 
toplanmasinin onundeki guClukler biran once asilmalidir’~ dedi. 

Kasimov da konusmasinda, Turkiye’ye yaptigi bu ilk resmi 
Ziyaretten dolayi Cok buyuk memnunluk duydugunu, Azerbaycan’in, 
etnik, tarihsel, kardeslik baglari olan Turkiye ile olan 
iliskilerine Cok buyuk onem verdigini soyledi. 

Bugunku dunyada insan haklari ve demokrasiye dayanamayan bir 
rejime sahip ulkelerinin yasamasinin mumkun olmadigini kaydeden 
Kasimov, ~"“bize en buyuk yardimi Turkiye gosteriyor. Dunya ile 
iliski kurmada, Turkiye’ den yardim istiyoruz’~ dedi. 

Turkiye nin devlet tecrubelerinden de yararlanarak, 
ulkelerindeki demokratik rejimi koklestirmek istediklerini soyleyen 
Kasimov, ~ Turk halklarinin uyanis sureci baslamistir’~ seklinde 
konustu. 

Tevfik Kasimov, Turkiye’ ye verdikleri bu onemden oturu, 
Ankara’ da buyukelCilik aCilmasi Calismalarinin hizla surdugunu 
bildirerek, Azerbaycan’in Ankara’ya atanan buyukelCisi Mehmet 
Aliyev’ i takdim etti. 

Kasimov, Anitkabir’i ziyaret ettikten sonra, 1920°li yillarda 
kurulan bagimsiz Azerbaycan devletinin Cumhurbaskani Mehmet Emin 
Resulzade’nin Cebeci Asri mezarligindaki kabrini ziyaret edecek. 

(REM-TUB-SIM) 





\ Kasimov da konusmasinda, Turkiye’ nin NahCivan’ da, 
Azerbaycan’in da Istanbul’da birer baskonsolosluk aCacagini 
kaydederek, ““artik iki ulke arasindaki gidis-gelisler 
sirasindaki islemlerin Rusya buyukelCiligi tarafindan 
yapilmasina gerek kalmayacak”” dedi. 

Ote yandan, disisleri Bakani Cetin, Azerbaycan 
Cumhurbaskani Ebulfez E1Cibey’in yakin gelecekte Turkiye ye 
yapacagi ziyarette imzalanmasi hedeflenen 16-17 sozlesme ve 
protokol uzerindeki Calismalarin surdurulecegini, bu 
anlasmalarin taslaklarinin Azerbaycan’a verildigini kaydetti. 

cetin, hazirliklari yetistirilebilirse, uzman egitimi ile, 
kuCuk ve orta boy sanayilerin gelistirilmesini ongoren 
protokollerin de yarin imzalanabilecegini sozlerine ekledi. 


-DAGLIK KARABAG- 


Her iki bakan da, gorusmeler sirasinda Daglik Karabag 
konusunu da ayrintili olarak ele aldiklarini, bolgede barisin 
Saglanmasi amaciyla duzenlenmesi ongorulen Minsk Konferansi nin 
onundeki engellerin nasil asilabilecegi konusunda da gorus 
alisverisinde bulunduklarini kaydettiler. 

cetin, bir soru uzerine, konferansin hazirliklarini yapmak 
amaciyla Roma’da yapilan gorusmelerin zorlukla devam ettigini 
animsatarak, toplantiya baskanlik eden Italyan parlamenter 
Mario Rafaelli’nin bolgeye giderek temaslar yapacagini 
kaydetti. 

Roma toplantilarina katilan Turkiye heyetinin baskani 
BuyukelCi SelCuk Korkut da verdigi demeCte, Rafaelli’nin 
bolgeye yapacagi ziyaret sirasinda taraflara, bolgedeki askeri 
faaliyetlerin 60 gun sure ile durdurulmasi kararini taraflara 
tevdi edecegini bildirdi. 

Korkut, bu seyahatin bugunlerde gerCeklesecegini, Roma 
toplantilarinin da Eylul ayi basinda istisare amaciyla 
gBayriresmi bir sekilde devam edecegini kaydetti. 

(REM-SIM) 
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-TURKIYE-AZERBAYCAN \l /a& /3 
-DISISLERI BAKANI cETIN: °*BIZ BOLGEMIZDE 
BARIS, ISTIKRAR VE ISBIRLIGI ARIYORUZ~° 


-KASIMOV: *~~BOLGENIN ONEMLI BIR GUCU OLACAGIZ ~*~ 
-°* BIR GUN GELECEK BIZIM YANIMIZDA OLDUGUNUZ 
GIBI BIZ DE SIZIN YANINIZDA OLACAGIZ ~*~ 


ANKARA (A.A) - Disisleri Bakani Hikmet cetin, “biz 
bolgemizde baris istikrar ve isbirligi ariyoruz. HiCbir 
millete, devlete karsi bir dusuncemiz yoktur’~ dedi. 

cetin, Turkiye’ ye yaptigi resmi ziyaretine devam eden 
Azerbaycan Disisleri Bakani Tevfik Kasimov onuruna bu gece 
Devlet Konukevi’nde bir yemek verdi. 

cetin, yemekte yaptigi konusmada, Turkiye nin, bu anlayista 
birlesen butun devletler ile de isbirligine hazir oldugunu 
bildirdi. 

Azerbaycan’ in demokratiklesme, piyasa ekonomisine geCis ve 
insan haklari alanlarinda atmakta oldugu adimlarin Turkiye 
tarafindan desteklendigini kaydeden cetin, ancak boylesi guC 
bir donemde ulkenin karsisina Cikan Daglik Karabag sorununun bu 
yondeki gelismelerde en buyuk engeli olusturdugunu kaydetti. 
cetin, buna karsin Azerbaycan’ in izledigi barisCi politikanin 
gunden gune tum dunyada taninmakta ve destek bulmakta oldugunu, 
Ermenistan’ in saldirganliginin da belirginlestigini ifade etti. 

cetin, Kasimov’un Ermenistan’a yaptigi, ©“ karsilikli olarak 
birbirimizin bagimsizligini taniyalim’~ Cagrisinin da, yanit 
bulmasi gereken Cok onemli bir Cagri oldugunu kaydetti. 

Kasimov da konusmasinda, Azerbaycan’ in insani ve iktisadi 
potansiyeli ile bolgede rol oynayacak Cok onemli bir devlet 
olmaya aday oldugunu soyledi. 

Ermenistan ile sorunlarin, bu yondeki gelismede en buyuk 
engel olusturdugunu kaydeden Kasimov, ~‘muharebe, bizim 
iktisadi potansiyelimizi halkimiza yansitmaya olanak vermiyor. 
Ermenilerin de bundan bir Cikari yoktur. Savas her iki ulkenin 
de sikinti Cekmesine neden oluyor’’ diye konustu. 

Ermenistan’ in iktisadi olarak disa aCilmasinin ancak 
Azerbaycan 

ve Turkiye uzerinden mumkun oldugunu kaydeden Kasimov, 
““inaniyorum ki savasin manasiz oldugu Cok yakinda 
gorulecektir’~ dedi. 

Azerbaycan’in, Turkiye’ nin yardimlarini her alanda 
hissettigini, hatta Halk Cephesi’nin iktidar olmadan once de 
Turkiye nin destegini yaninda buldugunu anlatan Kasimov, 
sozlerini, ~°“bir gun gelecek, Turkiye’nin Azerbaycan’a yapmis 
Ooldugu gibi, Azerbaycan da Turkiye’ ye boyle buyuk bir destegi 
verecektir’ © cumlesi ile tamamladi. 

(REM-IO) 
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“BC-US-Armenia-Azerbaijan,0453< 
“Armenia Charges ~~Ethnic Cleansing,’ ” U.S. Urges Azerbaijani 
Withdrawal< 
“With BC-Soviet-—-Unrest< 
“By GENE KRAMER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) —_ Armenia’s top diplomat in the United States 
on Friday accused Azerbaijan of taking advantage of Yugoslavia’s 
hold on world attention to escalate “ethnic cleansing’ ~° against 
Armenians in a disputed region of the former Soviet Union. 

Ambassador Alexander Arzoumanian leveled the charge after the 
United States late Thursday urged Azerbaijan to withdraw from an 
Armenian enclave seized last weekend. 

~*We deplore the recent upsurge in fighting in the region,’ ~ 
the State Department said in urging the two republics to heed a 
cease-fire call from mediators of CSCE, the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. 

~“While the whole world is focused on the tragic situation in 
Bosnia, the Azerbaijani government is taking the opportunity to 
make military advances on Armenia, and to escalate ... “ethnic 
cleansing” of the Armenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh, ~° said 
Arzoumanian. He is Armenian ambassador at the United Nations and 
acting chief of the recently independent country’s Washington 
embassy. 

The term ~“ethnic cleansing”’” has been used to describe Serbian 
attacks, expulsions and alleged atrocities aimed at clearing 
non-Serbs from Serbian-claimed parts of Bosnia-Herzegovina in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

Arzoumanian also urged news organizations to send reporters and 
photographers to the remote Caucasus mountain region ~~to document 
the aggressive, unprovoked attacks by the Azerbaijani military 
stationed along the border’” separating Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

~“The presence of Western media ... would help to draw greater 
attention on the volatile eituation and perhaps help forestall any 
further escalation oc nic sic ne said. 





























Pasha-Zade said he had spoken to Azerbaijani President 
Abulfaz Elcibey before coming to Switzerland and received 
his enthusiastic endorsement for the meeting. 

Vazken said he hadn’t met with Armenian President 
Levon Ter-Petrosian about the peace initiative, but that 
he had informed him of his plans. 

He said Ter-Petrosian had translated the Psalms in a 
recent version of the Armenian Bible, and that he got to 
know him at that time, but added, ‘‘I don’t want to 
interfere in political matters,’’ explaining why he hadn’t 
pursued contacts with Ter-Petrosian as president. 

WCC General Secretary Konrad Raiser, who moderated at 
the meeting, said he hoped the peace-making efforts would 
soon include the political leaders. 

He said the WCC, which represents most Protestant and 
Orthodox churches around the world, had succeeded in a 
previous attempt to reach a peace agreement between 
Muslims and Christians, helping end the Sudanese civil war 
in the 197@s between the Muslim-dominated government and 
the Christian and animist south. 

Raiser said a WCC team visited Armenia in 1990 and 
again in 1991, and last year included Azerbaijan and 
decided to organize the Muslim-Armenia meeting in a 
neutral place. 

WCC delegates said the economic situation in both 
countries was critical, with shortages of food and 
medicine widespread. 

The WCC has been working toward a peace settlement 
that would respect ‘‘the legitimate rights of the peoples 
concerned. ’’ 

**Our religious convictions are to unite us rather 
than to divide us,’’ Raiser said. 

*‘*This is not a religious conflict,’’ said the 
religious leaders’ statement. ‘‘Armenian Christians and 
Azerbaijani Muslims have lived and will live in peace, 
with respect and good neighborliness.’’ 

Vazken said he had ‘‘certain doubts’’ before the 
meeting that he and Pasha-Zade would be able to agree on a 
statement and that he considered the result ‘‘a historical 
document between the Armenian Church and the Armenian 
people and Sheikh Ul-Islam and the people of Azerbaijan. ’’ 

It lays the framework for ‘‘rebuilding the friendship 
between the Armenian and the Azeri people, ’{@Mfazken said. 
“(agh)< 
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“BC-WCC-Armenia-Azerbaijan< 

“Muslim, Christian Leaders Appeal to End to Conflict, 
Freeing of Hostages< 

“AP Photo available< 

“By ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

GENEVA (AP) _ The leader of Azerbaijani Muslims and 
the head of the Armenian Apostolic Church on Tuesday 
appealed to their followers to stop the fighting between 
the former Soviet republics. 

*“*We call upon both sides for the unconditional 
release of their hostages, amongst whom are many women and 
children,’’ said a joint statement issued by Catholicos 
Vazken I, patriarch of the Armenian Apostolic Church, and 
Sheikh Ul-Islam Allahshukur Pasha-Zade, chairman of the 
board of Caucasian Muslims. 

The leaders told reporters they agreed on the 
statement during a three-day meeting that ended Monday in 
Montreux, at the eastern end of Lake Geneva. 

It was the first such meeting between the religious 
leaders in an attempt to end nearly five years of fighting 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh, 
officials said. 

Armenians predominate in the disputed territory, which 
Soviet authorities in the 1920s turned into an autonomous 
region administered by Azerbaijan. 

‘*The situation is very difficult in Armenia and in 
Azerbaijan,’’ said Pasha-Zade. ‘‘The Karabakh problem will 
be settled only by peace,’’ with respect for human rights. 

*“*In the name of God, I wish for an end to war in the 
land,’’ said the Muslim leader. 

Neither Vazken nor Pasha-Zade said they knew how many 
hostages were being held by the two sides. 

Pasha-Zade said he would like to see a hospital built 
for both Azerbaijanis and Armenians, and he called for the 
rebuilding of mosques in Armenian areas and the 
reconstructing of churches in Azerbaijan. 

The two religious leaders said they would establish a 
fund, to be administered by the World Council of Churches 
and the International Islamic Council for Daw’a and 
Relief, to help victims of the conflict ‘‘without 
distinction of nationality or faith.’’ 

They urged contributions from ‘‘all people of good 
will’’ and from international organizations, and endorsed 
efforts by the United Nations and other organizations to 
negotiate a peace agreement. 

*“*We call upon the presidents of both republics to 
render the maximum assistance to these peaceful 
initiatives, ’’ the leaders said. 
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“Azerbaijan Says Armenia May Be Responsible for Train 
Explosion< ; 

“By NEJLA SAMMAKTA= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ Azerbaijan on Tuesday 
indicated that Armenian forces may have been behind an 
explosion on one of its passenger trains in Russia last 
weekend that killed 1@ and injured 2@. 

The train was headed for the Azerbaijan capital, Baku, 
when an explosion eccurred at Gudermes, a small town 39 
kilometers (18 miles) from the Chechen capital, Grozny. 

Officials in the office of Azerbaijan President 
Abulfaz Elchibey called the explosion a terrorist act 
caused by ‘‘certain forces in the region who do not want 
peace.?? 

The presidential statement did not identify any 
suspects, but compared the incident to a similar one last 
summer allegedly carried out by two Armenians. 

It said no one has claimed responsibility for a series 
of explosions on trains and buses and gas pipelines in the 
past three years, but that two Armenians had admitted 
involvement in a train explosion last summer that killed 
18 people. 

Last month, Azerbaijan blamed Armenia for blowing up a 
bridge in western Azerbaijan, but the statement also 
referred to troubles in the Chechen area and generally 
blamed unidentified forces for trying to hinder peace 
efforts in the Caucasus Mountains. 

Azerbaijan has been locked in a conflict for five 
years with Armenian forces over the Azerbaijani enclave of 


Feseing rota: a forces gained ground in 


fighting last. occupying 13 villages, and a strategic 
route in northern Karabakh. 

A television report of the incident Friday night also 
said Chechen or Armenian forces could be responsible for 
the blast. It showed scenes of the wrecked train cars with 
mattresses and luggage strewn on the ground. 

Dzhokar Dudayev, leader of the breakaway Chechen 
republic in southern Russia, said in a televised address 
earlier this week that the explosion was an attempt by 
Russia to destabilize his self-proclaimed republic. 

Russia denied the charge. 

(ns/wss/icr) 
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“Azerbaijan Imposes Emergency Rule in Three Regions< 
“By NEJLA SAMMAKIA= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ Azerbaijan imposed a state of 
emergency Thursday in three regions along its border with 
Armenia following Armenian attacks in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict, the defense ministry said. 

Azerbaijan has been fighting Armenian forces in the 
disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region since 1989. The fighting 
has spread to border areas in western Azerbaijan, where 
most of the villages have been under emergency rule for 
more than a year. 

According to a defense ministry spokesman, the 
decision to impose emergency rule and a curfew came after 
renewed Armenian attacks this week on Qubadmi region, 
about six miles (10 kilometers) east of the border with 
Armenia following a two-month lull. 

Zengiman, three miles (five kilometers) and Gebrayil, 
3@ miles (58 kilometers) from Armenia, also came under 
emergency rule, said the spokesman, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity in accordance with ministry rules. 

More than 208,800 people from border villages and from 
Nagorno~Karabakh have fled since 1991 to safer areas in 
central and eastern Azerbaijan and to the capital, Baku. 
About 166,606 people still live in the three regions, 
which come under threat of forces in Qufan and Gorus in 
Armenia, and Armenian forces in Nagorno-Karabakh in the 
east. 

Armenian forces in Nagorno-Karabakh demanded secession 
from Azerbaijan and union with Armenia in 1988. The 
dispute grew into a war a year later and spread to 
Azerbaijan’s borders with Armenia. Since last spring, 
Armenian forces have been gaining ground, occupying more 
than two-thirds of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Azerbaijan suffered a series of defeats in February, 
losing 13 villages to Armenian separatists, who now 
surround a strategic reservoir and dam that supplied 
electricity to Nagorno-Karabakh before the fighting. 

The defeat led to the replacement of Defense Minister 
Rahim Gaziyev by Maj. Gen. Dadash Razayeyv and to stricter 
measures in the army, including the death sentence for 
deserters. 

(na/wss/icr) 
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Mountainous Nakhichevan’s temperatures fall as low as 
4 below zero. 

Iran came to Nakhichevan’s rescue in late December 
with 3@ megawatts of electricity a day. Turkey followed 
with 64 megawatts a day. Basic food items and fuel have 
been arriving by truck from Baku via Iran for three months 
now. 

But the supplies meet half the demand. Officials cope 
daily with demands from villages desperate for flour and 
other essentials. 

Government-run stores are quickly emptied. Private 
stalls selling goods from Turkey and Iran stand idle, 
their prices too high for most people. 

Fuel is scarce. Freshly cut stumps line country roads, 
the trees chopped for firewood. Bare wheat fields and 
vineyards stretch to the horizon, unworked because of 
idled tractors. 

Armenia lies on the other side of high, snow-topped 
mountains to the north, and Nakhichevan is not completely 
safe. Last May, Armenian rocket fire killed 47 people in 
the nearby Sederak Valley, Azerbaijani officials say. 

*“*We now come under attack occasionally but our 
leaders negotiate with the Armenians, and the fighting 
stops,’’ said Perviz Ediyar, an unemployed construction 
worker in Sederak. 

*“But we expect more attacks next month... Qur people 
are afraid to work in the fields and vineyards,’’ he said, 
pointing to a house damaged by artillery fire. 

About 5@,@0@ people across Nakhichevan are jobless. 
New construction is rare and most of the fruit-canning and 
wine-processing factories have shut down. 

The United States flew about 11 tons of medical 
supplies to both Armenia and Nakhichevan on March 9. The 
U.S. Congress has banned aid to the government of 
Azerbaijan until it lifts its blockade on Armenia, so the 
supplies were handed over to the Red Crescent, a 
semiprivate organization similar to the Red Cross. 

France, Britain and the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees also may help Nakhichevan. 

Nakhichevan also has turned to Turkey and Iran, its 
cultural and ethnic cousins. Both have been helping. 

But Nakhichevan’s economy may continue to worsen 
unless new markets are found for its wine, a major source 
of income. It cannot sell to Iran, whose religion forbids 
the import of alcohol. 
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“Isolated Azerbaijani Region Turns to Turkey, Iran For 
Survival ¢ 

“By NEJLA SAMMAKIA= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

NAKHICHEVAN, Azerbaijan (AP) _ The people who live in 
this region have outlasted the winter by cutting down 
trees for firewood. Surgeons performed operations by 
candlelight. 

Vineyards are unattended. What little wine has been 
produced for export lies souring in cisterns. 

Separated by Armenia from the rest of Azerbaijan, 
Nakhichevan is victim of a S-year-old dispute between the 
two former Soviet republics over the territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

More than 3,@@@ people have died in the battle over 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a mostly Armenian enclave inside 
Azerbaijan. The warfare has cost both nations heavily 
economically, too, and has produced hundreds of thousands 
of refugees. 

Nakhichevan is far from the combat zone and has seen 
limited bloodshed. 

But last year Azerbaijan imposed an economic blockade 
on Armenia. Armenia countered by cutting off the supply 
route from Azerbaijan to Nakhichevan. 

Rail lines have been blocked for 1@ months, halting 
food and fuel from Baku, the capital 65@ miles to the 
east. Gas and electricity from Azerbaijan became sporadic 
and ended last winter. 

Spring is bringing a measure of relief to the 362, 220 
residents of Nakhichevan, a @,20@-square-mile area that 
borders Iran and Turkey. 

A new bridge to Turkey and the West and barter deals 
with Iran, its southern neighbor, are bringing schools, 
hospitals and factories back to life. 

“*We had power failures many times in the middle of an 
operation. We would continue working by candlelight,’’ 
said Dr. Adil Mamedov, an orthopedic surgeon at the main 
hospital in the capital, also called Nakhichevan. 

‘“*When the oxygen supply ran low we used 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. We have no blood supply now 
because many people are malnourished and cannot donate 
blood.’' 

The hospital and a nearby children’s hospital were the 
only lighted buildings in the neighborhood. Radiators were 
cold. Portable electric heaters warmed patients’ rooms. 

‘“‘It's much better now,’’ said children’s hospital 
physician Hassan Kulu Mohamedov. ‘‘For a month or so, 
we’ve been getting some electricity and people have begun 
bringing their sick children in. It was too cold to do so 
earlier.’’ 
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“Azerbaijan Appeals to Yeltsin, Clinton on Fighting< 

MOSCOW (AP) _ Azerbaijan on Friday appealed to Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and U.S. President Clinton to 
block raids by Armenian forces who seized new ground this 
week around the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region. 

The leaders should ‘‘condemn the aggression and impose 
the appropriate sanctions,’’ Azerbaijani President Abulfaz 
Elchibey said in a statement, according to the Interfax 
and Turan news agencies. 

Armenian forces on Friday entered the town of 
Kelbajar, located in a strip of land between Armenia and 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a mostly Christian Armenian region is 
located within Muslim Azerbaijan. 

Fighting was still reported in the town Friday, news 
agencies said. 

The Armenian-Azerbaijan conflict over the region has 
illed about 3,900 people since it broke out five years 
yo. This week’s offensive gave Armenian forces a 

stranglehold on a new chunk of Azerbaijani territory. 

Nagorno-Karabakh forces backed by Armenia took more 
than 100 soldiers captive on Thursday and Friday, along 
with weapons and ammunition, said Armenian military 
spokesman Armen Dulian. He said civilians and other 
Azerbaijani soldiers were allowed to flee. 

Azerbaijan appealed to several nations on Wednesday to 
stop the fighting. It’s appeal on Friday was aimed at the 
two leaders before their summit meeting. There was no word 
on whether the men would discuss the conflict. 

Officials in Azerbaijan estimated that 10,900 people 
have been registered as refugees since the Armenian 
advance, Turan reported. Azerbaijani leaders said earlier 
this week that 60,000 people were trapped behind the front 
line and thousands were being evacuated from Kelbajar. 

Evacuation efforts, however, were being disrupted by 
continued skirmishes and shelling of the town, Turan said. 
Russia’s Interfax news agency said Armenian and 
Azerbaijani forces were fighting inside the town. 

Armenian and Nagorno-Karabakh officials called on 
Azerbaijan to negotiate following its losses. 

‘*Nagorno-Karabakh does not intend to seize 
Azerbaijani territory, but at the same time we cannot but 
oppose the existing (threats),’’ said Rovert Kocharian, 
head of the Nagorno-Karabakh Defense Committee, the 
ITAR-Tass news agency reported. 

Meanwhile, Azerbaijani Defense Minister Dadash Rzayev 
claimed Friday that units of Russia’s 7th Army, stationed 
in Armenia, were helping the operation with tanks and 
warplanes. He cited intercepted radio transmissions. 

The Russian ambassador in Azerbaijan, Gennady Konenko, 
flatly denied the accusations. He said Azerbaijan’s 
alleged proof was ‘‘falsified by those who want to 
complicate relations between Russia and Azerbaijan, ’’ 
Turan reported. 

(str/tg). 
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“Azerbaijani President Imposes State of Emergency< 

MOSCOW (AP) _ Azerbaijani President Abulfaz Elchibey 
imposed a state of emergency following Armenian advances 
in the fight over the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region. 

Elchibey declared the state of emergency Friday night, 
according to the Interfax news agency. 

He also appealed to Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
and President Clinton to ‘‘condemn the aggression and 
impose the appropriate sanctions,’’ according to the 
Interfax and Turan news agencies. 

In Washington, Azerbaijan’s ambassador asked Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher for U.S. assistance in halting 
an Armenian offensive into Azerbaijan. 

‘*‘Armenian tanks and troops, supported by heavy 
artillery and air assets, are seizing ever larger portions 
of our territory,’’ Ambassador Hafiz MN. Pashayev wrote in 
a letter released Friday. 

The Muslim Azerbaijani forces are fighting Christian 
Armenians over Nagorno-Karabakh, which is located in 
Azerbaijan but is populated mostly by ethnic Armenians. 

ne region has declared independence from Azerbaijan. 

Armenians said they captured more than 100 Azerbaijani 
soldiers this week in one of their biggest victories of 
the S-year war between the neighboring countries. The 
offensive Wednesday and Thursday greatly expanded 
Armenia’s control around Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Since the breakup of the Soviet Union, fighting in the 
two former Soviet states has left about 3,200 people dead 
and tens of thousands homeless. 

In other fighting in the Caucasus, Georgia and Russia 
traded threats Friday in the conflict over the breakaway 
Abkhazia region. 

Georgia threatened harsh retaliation after Russian 
warplanes bombed Georgian military positions. 

Russian commanders in turn warned Georgia to stop 
shelling the area around one of its military facilities in 
Abkhazia or face ‘‘a crushing blow,’’ a statement said. 

Abkhazia, a Black Sea region in Georgia led by a 
Muslim minority, declared sovereignty in July. Georgia 

en sent in troops who recaptured Sukhumi, the main city. 
e conflict has claimed nearly 1,900 lives. 

Officials in Georgia claim Russian troops in Abkhazia 
have supported the breakaway region in hopes of retaining 
their own foothold in the scenic, strategic area. Russia 
has insisted its troops are neutral. 
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‘Azerbaijani Ambassador Appeals to Christopher< 
“By DAVID BRISCOE= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

WASHINGTON (AP) _ Azerbaijan’s ambassador, in a letter 
released Friday, appealed to Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher for U.S. assistance in halting an Armenian 
offensive into Azerbaijan. 

The ambassador, Hafiz M. Pashayev, criticized U.S. 
congressional action restricting assistance to his country 
and urged Christopher to help ‘‘seek a halt to this 
offensive before all hopes for peace are eliminated...’’ 

**As I write this letter, Armenian tanks and troops, 
supported by heavy artillery and air assets, are seizing 
ever larger portions of our territory,’’ Pashayev wrote. 

Christopher, who was en route to President Clinton’s 
summit with Russian President Boris Yeltsin in Vancouver, 
had received the letter, a State Department official said, 

t there was no immediate response. 

The department on Friday, however, deplored the recent 
fighting and said U.S. officials have noted Azerbaijan’s 
appeals to the international community. A statement said 
the United States expressed deep concern to the government 
of Armenia, which denies that it has any troops in 
neighboring Azerbaijan. 

Armenian Embassy spokeswoman Carole Karabashian said 
there never have been Armenian troops in Azerbaijan and 
all the fighting has been between Muslim Azerbaijani 
forces and the Christian ethnic Armenians from 
Nagorno-Karabakh, which has declared its independence from 
Azerbaijan. 

Armenian Ambassador Rouben Shugarian on Thursday said 
Azerbaijani forces were engaged in ‘‘a massive military 
offensive’’ against ethnic Armenians in ‘‘a new attempt by 
the Azerbaijani leadership to solve the Karabakh conflict 
through the use of force.’’ 

News agency reports from the region on Thursday said 
roops from Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh drove to within a 
le of the highly strategic Azerbaijani town of Kelbajar. 

The State Department confirmed that fighting has 
spread to Kelbajar and said it involved forces from 
Nagorno-Karabakh ‘‘and possibly from the Republic of 
Armenia itself.’’ 

Since the breakup of the Soviet Union, fighting in the 
two former Soviet states has left about 3,900 people dead 
and tens and thousands homeless. 

Peace talks aided by the United States and European 
countries are underway in Europe between the two 
countries. Azerbaijan has said it is willing to resume 
commercial relations with Armenia once a cease-fire is 
established, even before the dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh 
is settled. 

Armenia, complaining that the conflict has cut off its 
supply lines from other former Soviet states, also has 
jpeesd. it a) ate @ negotiated settlepents..._ 
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Elcibey told the Associated Press on Thursday that he 
hopes the Moscow meeting ‘‘will be one step forward and a 
new step in negotiations and clarification of thoughts.’’ 

Negotiations to end the fighting broke down after 
Armenian forces occupied Kelbajar, a region in northwest 
Azerbaijan outside Nagorno-Karabakh, in early April. 
Azerbaijan has refused to resume talks unless the 
occupying troops withdraw from Kelbajar. 

The initiative by three of the major powers with 
interests in the Caucasus region called for a withdrawal 
from Kelbajar starting May 9 and a 60-day cessation of 
hostilities followed by peace talks. 

Talbott refused to say whether the Armenians had given 
him any assurances they would sign the initiative, saying 
‘“*this is a very delicate process. ’’ 

Elcibey said he understood the Armenians have said 
they are ready for negotiations but that the Armenians in 
Nagorno-Karabakh ‘‘had to be satisfied. ’’ 

Last week, Armenia’s deputy foreign minister, Gerard 
Libaridian, told a news conference in Yerevan that 
Nagorno-Karabakh objected to full withdrawal from Kelbajar 
without any provision for international observers to 
guarantee that Azerbaijani forces will not resume 
hostilities. 

He said Nagorno-Karabakh, which has declared itself an 
independent republic but is not recognized by any other 
nation, also wanted clarification on what the three 
parties meant when they said Azerbaijan would show 
restraint in reintroducing its security forces to 
Kelbajar. 





Talbott said that as a result of his talks in Yerevan, 
‘*‘we have a much better understanding of the Armenian view 
on this whole issue and we’ve consulted closely with the 
government there and the government here.’’ 

A cease-fire has generally held since it went into 
effect April 20 for a visit to Nagorno-Karabakh by a team 
from the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
which has been organizing peace talks and will eventually 
deploy observers. 

‘*There isn’t any two weeks in the past five years 
that has been so quiet,’’ Elcibey said. ‘‘There has been 
less fighting, fewer people killed, no air raids or heavy 
artillery. ’’ 

The Interfax news agency said Kerabakh parliament 
speaker Gagam Bagdasaryan isssued a statement Friday 
saying Karabakh forces are withdrawing from the Kelbajar 
region and have ceased fire along the front. 

The new initiative calls for informal talks under the 
auspices of the United States, Russia and Turkey in Geneva 
followed by peace negotiations in Rome by the 1li-nation 
Minsk group formed by CSCE to seek a political solution. 

‘*‘We feel that the Minsk process is still the best 
hope for peace in the area,’’ Talbott said. ‘‘We feel the 
Minsk process and the CSCE are the best mechanisms to 
insure the security of the area and the stability of all 
states in the area.’’ 

He praised Azerbaijan for its prompt acceptance of the 
initiative and told reporters that he delivered a letter 
from President Bill Clinton to Elcibey expressing ‘ ‘great 
respect’’ for the Azerbaijani leader. 

Clinton ‘‘considers him to be a democrat, a reformer 
and a statesman and and feels that he has played a very 
statesmanlike role in trying to bring a solution to this 
terrible problem in Nagorno-Karabakh,’’ Talbott said. 

Talbott and Toby Gati, the National Security Council 
senior director for the new independent states of the 
former Soviet Union, left for Tallinn, Estonia, their last 
stop before returning to Washington. They have also 
visited Kiev, Yekaterinburg and Moscovw. 6 (MY 
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The resolution urged the warring parties to 
immediately resume peace talks mediated by the Conference 
_» on Security and Cooperation in Europe. 

It also called on the parties to allow relief agencies 
unimpeded access to the thousands of refugees _ mostly 
Azeris _ who have fled the fighting by escaping into the 
mountains, where they lack sufficient food and water. 

Armenian officials in Nagorno-Karabakh say their 
troops have begun pulling back from the Kelbajar district, 
the first sign of compromise since the spring offensive 
began. 

In the Armenian capital, Yerevan, Gerard Libaridian, 
Armenia’s first deputy foreign minister and a negotiator 
for Armenia, said he felt Friday’s Security Council 
resolution was fair to both sides and hopefully would lead 
to negotiations resulting in a permanent cease-fire. 

Azerbaijan refused to return to the peace talks after 
Armenian forces captured Kelbajar. 

However, Libaridian faulted the resolution for 
implying that Armenia was a main party to the war, 
reiterating Armenia’s view that the conflict is mostly 
between Azerbaijan and Nagorno-Karabakh. 

*‘**Leaving that aside, the main direction seems to be 
the right direction: to stop the fighting so that you do 
not have new Kelbajars,’’ Libaridian said. 

The Security Council resolution also asked 
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali to send a 
fact-finding mission to the region to assess the 
situation, particularly in the Kelbajar region. 
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“Armenian Forces Partially Withdraw From Azerbaijani 
Territory ¢ 

“By EDITH M. LEDERER= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

YEREVAN, Armenia (AP) _ Troops from Nagorno-Karabakh 
have begun withdrawing from the Azerbaijani territory of 
Kelbajar, which they seized earlier this month, Armenian 
officials said Thursday. 

The seizure opened a new land corridor from Armenia to 
the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh and heightened 
tension in the undeclared war between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan over the mountainous enclave. Azerbaijan said 
after the offensive said that one-tenth of its territory 
was now in Armenian hands. 

Nagorno-Karabakh said it launched the offensive 
because Azerbaijan was using Kelbajar as a base for 
shelling the region’s civilian population. 

The five-year war has spread to villages southeast of 
the region of Nagorno-Karabakh. Azerbaijan fears Armenian 
troops will take over that area, which would cut off 
hundreds of villages and up to 266,806 people. 

The fighting around Kelbajar forced thousands of 
Azerbaijanis to flee into surrounding mountains, where 
they had inadequate food and shelter. 

Nagorno~Karabakh’s Defense Committee announced Monday 
it was pulling out of areas where Azerbaijani weapons 
emplacements no longer posed a threat. It did not give any 
details on the extent of the pullout. 

Aram Abrahamian, press secretary to Armenian President 
Levon Ter-Petrosian, on Thursday welcomed 
Nagorno-Karabakh'’s decision, saying it showed “*good will 
on the part of Nagorno-Karabakh officials.’’ 

‘“*T have to stress that self-defense troops of 
Nagorno-Karabakh were obliged to silence firing positions 
in Kelbajar to provide security for the people in 
Karabakh. There was no intention of occupying Azerbaijani 
territory,’’ he said. 
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“Precede MOSCOW ¢ 
“Cease-Fire Announced, But Azerbaijan Says Shelling Continues < 
“Eds: AMs. UPDATES throughout with report from Nagorno-Karabakh on 
cease-fire, Azerbaijani report that shelling continues. ¢ 

YEREVAN, Armenia (AP) _— Officials in the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh declared a cease-fire Friday, but the Azerbaijani 
government said a fierce artillery barrage continued in the region. | 

Previous attempts at a cease-fire in the conflict between Armen 
and Azerbaijan have failed. 

The Nagorno-Karabakh information department issued a statement 
monitored in Yerevan that the cease-fire had started on Friday, and 
it invited international observers to monitor the truce. 

But the ITAR-Tass news agency quoted the press office of the 
Azerbaijani government as saying that the strategic town of Fizuli 
in southern Azerbaijan near Iran came under heavy shelling by 
Armenian forces from inside Nagorno-Karabakh. 

It also said Armenia launched attacks on villages along the 
Armenian-Azerbaijani border, and four people were killed, according 
to ITAR-Tass. 

There was no independent confirmation of the attacks. 

More than 3,@@2 people have died in fighting over 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a mostly Armenian region inside Azerbaijan. | 

Numerous mediation attempts have failed. The prime ministers of 
both countries canceled taiks in Moscow this week on settiing the 
conflict. 





Nagorno-Karabakh forces, repoertediy backed by Armenia, captured 
the Kelbajar region of Azerbaijan this month, widening their control 
of the territory between Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia. 

Azerbaijan had appealed to foreign countries to stop the 
offensive. Turkey sealed its border with Armenia, halted civilian 
and aid flights through its airspace and stopped grain shipments to 
Armenia. 

In other unrest Friday, officials in the Abkhazia region of 
western Georgia said separatist forces shelled the regional capital 
of Sukhumi, killing six people and wounding 17. The shells hit a 
market in a densely populated district of Sukhumi, which is 
controlled by Georgian forces. 

Fighting has flared sporadically since the ethnic 
Abkhazian-controlled parliament of the region declared sovereignty 
from Georgia last summer. Georgian forces were sent in and managed 
to get control of about half the region. 

Also Friday, several shells fired by separatists hit a cooling 
system using ammonia at a fishing plant in Sukhumi, causing a leak, 
according to Nugzar Kereselidze, head of the information and 
analytic agency Aisi. 

About 1,@@@ people living around the plant were evacuated, and 
serious injuries were reported, Kereselidze told The Associated 
Myress. 

(str /bf) 
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“Azerbaijan Says Armenian Advance Halted <¢ 

“Eds: UPDATES with reports of Armenian casualties in 
retreat; ADDS reports of unrest elsewhere in former Soviet 
Union < 

“AP Photo MOSe< 

“By LESLIE SHEPHERD= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

MOSCOW (AP) _ Azerbaijan said Tuesday it repelled 
Armenian troops who were on the verge of capturing the 
town of Fizuli, south of the disputed region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Azerbaijani troops forced the Armenians to retreat to 
positions S to 7 kilometers (3 to 4 miles) outside Fizuli, 
said Khikmet Gajizade, Azerbaijan's ambassador to Russia, 
at a news canference in Moscow. 

Tuesday’s fighting marked Azerbaijan’s first victory 
in almost a week of heavy fighting around 
Nagorno-Karabakh. The enclave, populated mainly by 
Christian Armenians, is located inside Muslim Azerbaijan, 
from which it seeks independence. 

Five years of fighting in and around the region have 
killed more than 3,068 people and left tens of thousands 
homeless in one of the bloodiest conflicts in the former 
Soviet Union. 

The U.N. Security Council scheduled a meeting Tuesday 
at Turkey’s request to discuss the fighting. 

Armenian troops captured nearly 1,666 square 
kilometers (386 square miles) of Azerbaijani territorty in 
the latest offensive, which began as warmer spring weather 
enveloped the Caucasus Mountains. 

The captured land includes a narrow, mountainous strip 
of Azerbaijan separating Nagorno-Karabakh from Armenia, 
known as the Kelbajar region. 

This is the second corridor that Armenia has opened to 
Nagorno-Karabakh. Last year, it seized a strip of land 
known as the Lachin corridor, through which Armenia has 
been able to get supplies into Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Over the weekend, Armenians troops advanced toward the 
Fizuli region, south of Nagorno-Karabakh, near 
Azerbaijan’s border with Iran. They were within 2 
Kilometers (1.2 miles) of the regional capital, also known 
as Fizuli, when they were pushed back, the Azerbaijani 
ambassador said. 

The Turan news agency of Azerbaijan said Armenian 
troops near Fizuli ‘‘had losses and had to retreat.’’ It 
did not elaborate. It said Azerbaijani troops recaptured 
the village of Govshadli and strategically important hills 
in the vicinit 
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“Red Cross Helps Refugees as Fighting Continues Around 
Nagorno-Karabakh ¢ 

“By NEJLA SAMMAKIA= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ The International Red Cross is rushing 
blankets and shoes to thousands of Azerbaijani civilians who are 
walking over snowy mountains to escape fighting near 
Nagorno-Karabakh, officials said Wednesday. 

The flood of refugees continued to rise as Armenia ignored a U.N. 
Security Council denouncing its military offensive in the disputed 
region, and more heavy fighting was reported Wednesday. 

So far, blankets have been given to about 6,582 refugees, mainly 
women and children. Shoes and clothes have been distributed to 

,;@82, said Andrei Picot, chief representative of the International 
committee of the Red Cross in Baku. 

The Azerbaijani government said approximately 3S@,@@@ civilians 
have been made homeless by the Armenian offensive against Kelbajar 
and Fizuli, key towns located between Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia. 

Azerbaijan and Armenia have been fighting an undeclared war for 
five years over Nagorno-Karabakh. More than 3,@@@ people have died 

in the conflict, one of the bloodiest in the former Soviet Union. 

The disputed area covers 1, 7@@ square miles (4,48@@ square 
kilometers), about half the size of Cyprus (slightly smaller than 
Delaware). Its population is mainly Armenian, but it is located 
entirely inside Azerbaijan. 

Azerbaijan is a mainly Muslim country, while Armenia is 
predominately Christian. But the roots of the conflict are 
political, not religious. It flared as the Soviet Union 
Gisintegrated and Armenians living in Nagorno-Karabakh sought to 
unite the territory with Armenia. 

In the recent offensive, Armenia has been trying to widen the 
corridors that it controls between Nagorno-Karabakh and the Armenian 
rder. It uses the corridors to supply the disputed territory with 
od and ammunition. 

The Armenian advance has trapped thousands of Azerbaijani 
Civilians in battle zones and prompted Azerbaijani President Abulfaz 
Elcibey to declare a nationwide state of emergency last week. Police 
manned checkpoints along Baku’s streets on Wednesday, and television 
appealed for citizens to donate biced. 

Ficot, the Red Cress representative, said the government has been 
trying to place the refugees in families, schools and collective 
farms. An estimated 24@,@@@ to 3@,@0@ already have fled the fighting, 
and more are making the difficult trek to safety each day. 

The U.N. Security Council called Tuesday fer an immediate 
cease-fire and Armenian withdrawal from the nearly 1,802 square 
Kilometers (39@ square miles) it has captured. But the fighting 

sntinued Wednesday. 
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» KARABAKH ARMENIANS TO TAKE PART IN GENEVA TALKS. 
21/5 TASS 153A 


ANKARA MAY 21 TASS -- BY ITAR-TASS CORRESPONDENT 
SERGEI FEOKTISTOV: 

THE LEADERS OF NAGORNO-KARABAKH ARMENIANS WILL BE ABLE 
TO TAKE PART IN GENEVA TALKS ON THE SETTLEMENT IN THEIR 
REGION DISPUTED BY AZERBAIJAN AND ARMENIA, TWO NEIGHBORING 
EX-SOVIET REPUBLICS, 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT THIS NEW MOVE CAME FROM A 
TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL VOLKAN VURAL. THE 
ANATOLIAN NEWS AGENCY CITED VURAL AS SAYING THAT THE 
STATUS OF KARABAKH ARMENIANS AT GENEVA TALKS WAS 
DETERMINED IN AN ACCORD REACHED BY OTHER PARTICIPANTS: 
KARABAKH ARMENIANS ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND AS OBSERVERS 
WITHOUT THE RIGHT TO VOTE. 

KARABAKH ARMENIANS HAD NOT TAKEN PART IN GENEVA TALKS 
BEFORE THE PEACE PROCESS WAS DISRUPTED IN THE WAKE OF THE 
CAPTURE OF THE AZERI LOCATION OF KELBEDZHAR. 

ITEM ENDS 
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‘Bosnian Serbs Attack after Calling Truce< 

‘Eds: AMs. UPDATES with reported attack on Maglaj, 
Sarajevo casualties, Clinton comments, details; recasts, 
trims. < 

‘With AP Photos< 

“By ROBERT H. REID= 

‘Associated Press Writer= 

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina (AP) _ Bosnian Serb 
forces on Friday ignored a non-aggression pledge made by 
their leaders and pressed Muslim-led government troops for 
strategic territory. 

U.N. officials reported a Serb attack on Brcko in 
northeastern Bosnia, where Serbs want to expand a corridor 
linking Serb-held lands in northeastern and northwestern 
Bosnia. 

Bosnian radio reported a heavy artillery attack on 
Maglaj further south. 

Bosnian Serbs have rejected an international peace 
plan because it would require them to cede much of the 70 
percent of Bosnia they have captured in 13 months of 
warfare. Also, they would be forced to give up their dream 
of linking up with Serbs in Croatia and Serbia proper to 
form a ‘‘Greater Serbia.’’ 

Central Bosnian tensions remained high, with 
occasional clashes between Muslim-led government and 
Bosnian Croat forces. 

Even commanders of the rival forces, trying to enforce 
a cease-fire they agreed earlier this week, were reported 
unable to pass checkpoints manned by their own troops. 

The Serb attack on Muslim-led government forces near 
Brcko began Thursday. The day before, the self-styled 
Bosnian Serb parliament declared that its forces had 
ceased ‘‘all military operations,’’ despite rejecting the 
Vance-Owen peace plan, named after its co-authors. 

In Washington, President Clinton expressed doubts 
Friday about new efforts to reach an agreement to stop the 
war in Bosnia. 




















According to one diplomatic source, the new initiative 
says lightly armed Azerbaijani police would be 
reintroduced into Kelbajar and international observers 
would verify the Armenian pullout. 

Armenia had sought these and other changes. 

The original initiative did not provide for 
international observers to monitor the withdrawal or 
cessation of hostilities. 

Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh are reluctant to give up 
Kelbajar without a strong international observer force. 
They claim they seized the territory between 
Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia to halt Azerbaijani attacks. 

The Armenian news agency Snark noted the new proposal 
did not include the lifting of a blockade on the shipment 
of oil, gas and other energy supplies to Armenia. 
Azerbaijan has halted the shipment of desperately needed 
energy supplies to Armenia because of the fighting. 

The new timetable sets the withdrawal from Kelbajar 
from May 29 to June 3, and a 60-day cessation of 
hostilities to begin June 1, according to Western 
diplomatic sources. 

A cease-fire has generally held since it went into 
effect April 20. 
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‘United States, Turkey and Russia Present Modified Peace 
Initiative< 

“By NEJLA SAMMAKIA= 

‘Associated Press Writer= 

MOSCOW (AP) _ Hoping to meet Armenian objections, a 
three-nation team has revised an initiative to end the war 
for control of the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave in Azerbaijan. 

The peace plan _ drafted by the United States, Russia 
and Turkey _ calls for withdrawal of Armenian troops from 
the occupied western Azerbaijan region of Kelbajar. A 
cease-fire and peace negotiations would follow. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, a mountainous territory populated by 
ethnic Armenians, has declared independence from 
Azerbaijan but it is not recognized by any nation. It is 
represented in the negotiations by the Armenian 
government. 

Fighting has left more than 3,900 people dead since 
1988. 

Azerbaijan signed the original peace proposal, but 
Armenia demanded clarification on the role of 
international observers and the future military status of 
Kelbajar, which it occupied in early April. 

Armenian President Levon Ter-Petrosian praised 
Russia’s ‘‘positive and constructive role’’ in trying to 
settle the conflict and said his country would respond to 
the new proposal on Wednesday, the ITAR-Tass news agency 
reported this week from the Armenian capital Yerevan. 

Asim Mullazadeh, Azerbaijan’s representative to the 
Nagorno-Karabakh talks, described the new intiative as 
Similar to the old except for ‘‘individual provisions 
added on Armenia’s insistance,’’ the Interfax news agency 
reported Thursday. It said Azerbaijan will also respond by 
Wednesday. 
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“Russia Pushes for End to Nagorno-Karabakh War< 
“By EDITH M. LEDERER= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

MOSCOW (AP) _ Russia announced a new effort Friday to 
halt the S-year war over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

On Wednesday, Armenia and Azerbaijan accepted a peace 
plan by Russia, the United States and Turkey to end the 
fighting, which has killed more than 3,8@@ people. But 
separatist leaders in the disputed mountain enclave 
rejected it. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said it now wanted a U.N. 
Security Council resolution on Nagorno-Karabakh, which was 
adopted unanimously on April 38, to become the backbone of 
a settlement. 

**Positive shifts in the positions of Azerbaijan, 
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh indicate the increasing 
awareness of the need to put an end to the bloodshed,’’ a 
ministry statement said. 

*“Real political and psychological preconditions are 
gradually being created for a peace settlement, and these 
preconditions must not be missed,’’ it said. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, a region of Muslim Azerbaijan 
populated by Christian Armenians, declared its 
independence after a December 1991 referendum but is not 
recognized by any other country. It has 100,600 
inhabitants and is about the size of Long Island, N.Y. 

The Foreign Ministry said Russia, the United States 
and Turkey had appealed to the warring sides to comply 
*“fully and immediately’’ with the U.N. resolution. 

Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh reaffirmed their 
readiness to comply but Azerbaijan had not yet responded, 
the ministry statement said. It noted that Azerbaijan had 
initiated the Security Council meeting and had welcomed 
the resolution. 

A U.S. State Department official in Washington, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, said making the U.N. 
resolution the core of a settlement was solely a Russian 
idea. Diplomatic sources in Moscow, also speaking 
anonymously, said Turkey was not consulted. 

There are several important differences between the 
peace initiative and the U.N. resolution, both of which 
followed the seizure of the Kelbajar region of western 
Azerbaijan in early April by Armenians from 
Nagorno~Karabakh. 
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“Parliament Speaker Quits, Clears Way for Ex-Communist 
Boss ¢ 
“Eds: To UPDATE parliament session, SUB 8th graf to bottom 
with Aliev negotiating with rebel leader, scene at 
parliament. ¢ 
“By NEJLA SAMMAKTA= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ Azerbaijan’s parliament 
speaker resigned Sunday, deepening the southern nation’s 
government crisis and clearing the way for a return to 
power of former Soviet Communist leader Geidar Aliev. 

Isa Gambarov stepped aside under pressure from a rebel 
commander, Surat Huseynov, who seized several towns in 
eastern Azerbaijan in the last week in opposition to the 
government's conduct of the war over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The renegade former army commander, whose rebellion 
claimed 76 lives in fighting last week, already had forced 
out the prime minister and demands the removal of 
President Abulfaz Elcibey and the Cabinet. 

The leadership change could affect the course of the 
u-year-old war, the worst in the former Soviet Union and 
the second bloodiest in Europe. Thousands have been killed 
and hundreds of thousands left homeless. 

By Saturday night, Surat Museynov’s forces edged 
mos mosp 288 intj 
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“Parliament Speaker Quits, Clears Way for Ex-Communist 
Boss < 
“Eds: To UPDATE parliament session, SUB &th graf to bottom 
with Aliev negotiating with rebel leader, scene at 
parliament. ¢ 
“By NEJLA SAMMAKIA= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ Azerbaijan’s parliament 
speaker resigned Sunday, deepening the southern nation’s 
government crisis and clearing the way for a return to 
power of former Soviet Communist leader Geidar Aliev. 





Gambarov, 36, is a former professor of oriental 
studies and member of the nationalist Mussavat Party, 
which has been aligned with Elcibey’s Popular Front 
coalition. He served as acting president last year before 
the June election of Elcibey. 

As parliament speaker, Gambarov was Azerbaijan’s 
second most powerful leader. His position was expected to 
be filled by Aliev or Etibar Mamedov, head of the main 
opposition National Independence Party. 

At Elcibey’s invitation, Aliev returned to Baku after 
Huseynov’s revolt threw the government into chaos. Aliev 
has been chief of the Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan region 
since 1990, after being booted from the Soviet Communist 
Party Politburo in Moscow in 1987 on charges of 
corruption. 

Aliev, 70, had risen through Josef Stalin’s secret 
police to become Azerbaijani KGB chief in 1967. He then 
led Azerbaijan as Communist Party boss from 1968 to 1983, 
before rising to the national party leadership. 

Although Aliev opposed the perestroika campaign of 
former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, many 
Azerbaijanis in Baku have said they consider him a 
pragmatist who could end the country’s economic and 
political chaos. 

Aliev was offered the job of prime minister last week, 
but presidential sources said he turned it down. They said 
he may accept Gambarov’s job but has demanded the 
formation of new eight-member State Council that would 
replace the parliament and give him much wider powers. 

According to Western diplomats, Aliev also wants a 
change of key ministers in an arrangement that could leave 
Elcibey a figurehead president. 

Aliev has said he has not met Huseynov and it was 
unclear how he would deal with the rebel leader. But 
presidential sources said they expect the men to reach 
some sort of ‘‘understanding. ’’ 

(ns/tg) 
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“Parliament Speaker Quits, Clears Way for Ex-Communist 
Boss< 

‘Eds: UPDATES with Gambarov quotes, background on Aliev, 
Huseynov, fighting; CORRECTS spelling Geidar Aliev; ADDS 
byline. < 

“By NEJLA SAMMAKIA= 

‘Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ Azerbaijan’s parliament 
speaker has resigned, deepening the southern nation’s 
government crisis and clearing the way for a return to 
power of former Soviet Communist leader Geidar Aliev. 

Isa Gambarov stepped aside under pressure from a rebel 
commander, Surat Huseynov, who seized several towns in 
eastern Azerbaijan in the last week in opposition to the 
government’s conduct of the war over Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The renegade former army commander, whose rebellion 
claimed 70 lives in fighting last week, already had forced 
out the prime minister and also demands removal of 
President Abulfaz Elcibey and the Cabinet. 

The leadership change could affect the course of the 
S-year-old war, the worst in the former Soviet Union and 
the second bloodiest in Europe. Thousands have been killed 
and hundreds of thousands left homeless. 

By Saturday night, Surat Huseynov’s forces edged 
closer to Baku. A presidential spokesman said the rebel 
leader controlled the Yevlakh, Barda and Akdash regions, 
200-300 kilometers (120-190 miles) east of the capital. 

The spokesman said there was no resistance in the 
cities, indicating support for the rebel commander. 

Elcibey also faced new fighting over Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Armenian forces attacked Azerbaijan’s strategic Agdam 
region on Saturday with tanks and warplanes. Azerbaijan 
claimed Sunday to have retaken the area. 

The parliament speaker, Gamberov, was expected to 
submit his resignation on Sunday during a special session 
of the parliament. 

In a statement read by Azerbaijani television Saturday 
night, Gambarov said he was resigning ‘‘to preserve the 
country’s stability and prevent civil war.’’ 
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“Aid Meeting Ends with Promises, Few Donations< 

GENEVA (AP) _ A two-day meeting of donor governments 
wound up Friday with promises of support but few firm 
pledges of money for victims of strife in the former 
Seviet republics of Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

The United Nations appealed for dlrs 22 million to 
fund relief projects in Armenia and dirs 12 million in 
Azerbaijan. 

‘““In the space of only a few years, Armenia has 
endured a massive earthquake, the collapse of traditional 
trade and finance arrangements with the former Soviet 
Union, armed conflicts and an economic blockade,’’ a U.N. 
report said. 

Its appeal covered the most urgent needs of 156,806 
refugees and displaced persons in Armenia. 

A separate U.N. report said despite huge potential 
natural resources, Azerbaijan was struggling to cope with 
half a million refugees and displaced who fled their homes 
since 1988 during the conflict over the Nagorno-Karabakh 
enclave. It said the number of displaced had surged 
rapidly in the past three months. 

**Rampant inflation in food prices on the free market 
has hit the most vulnerable families the hardest. This has 
been calamitous for the 150,006 refugee and displaced 
persons from the combat zones, who are most vulnerable to 
the current situation,’’ it said. 

Spokesman Mohammed Khatib said the United Nations was 
confident it would get the money it needed after an 
initial ‘‘enecouraging’’ response from Western governments. 

However, he added that most governments had not yet 
indicated how much they were going to donate. 

International efforts to arrange peace between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan have been blocked by the refusal of local 
leaders in Nagorno-Karabakh to accept a proposal endorsed 
by both Armenia and Azerbaijan. Nagorno Karabakh is a 
mountainous enclave populated mainly by Christian 
Armenians but situated inside Muslim Azerbaijan. 

“(on) ¢ 
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“Rebels Advance on Azerbaijani Capitals; Americans 
Evacuate ¢ 

“By NEJLA SAMMAKIA= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _— Rebel forces moved closer to 
the Azerbaijani capital on Monday as Fresident Abulfaz 
Elcibey held urgent talks to try to prevent an attack on 
the city. 

The U.S. Embassy advised American citizens to leave 
Baku, and four family members of embassy staffers flew 
Monday to Turkey, embassy spokesman Donald Cofman said. 

Pro-government forces were digging in to resist a 
possible assault by rebel troops led by Surat Huseynov, 
who seized the country’s second-largest city, Gyandzha, on 
June 5 in fighting that took 7@ lives. 

Huseynov, 37, is a former field commander who was 
angered when Elcibey demoted him earlier this year. He has 
demanded the resignation of the president and entire 
Cabinet. 

He has already succeeded in forcing the resignation of 
the prime minister and speaker of parliament. 

Elcibey met behind closed doors Monday night with 
Geidar Aliev, the former Soviet Communist Party chief of 
Azerbaijan, who returned to Baku after talks with Huseynov 
in Gyandzha. 

Aliev was serving as a go-between, but it also 
appeared that he was supporting Huseynov. The two men 
embraced warmly in Gyandzha and toured the city together. 

Last week, Elcibey offered to make Aliev speaker of 
parliament in an effort to shore up the government. But 
Aliev, a former member of the Soviet Union’s ruling 
Politburo, did not immediately accept. He proposed instead 
to head a new State Council that would take real power 
from Elcibey. 

Huseynov is believed to have a few thousand soldiers 
and at least a dozen armored vehicles. Late last week, 
some of them began moving toward Baku from Gyandzha, a 
city of 8@,@9@ people 195 miles (315 kilometers) west of 
the capital. 
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“Nagorno-Karabakh Accepts CSCE Peace Plan¢ 

“Eds: UPDATES with resignation of parliament speaker, 
request for delay in starting peace process. Ficks up 6th 
graf pys bgng, *©‘Nagorno-Karabakh’s local...*?¢ 

YEREVAN, Armenia (AP) — Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrosian persuaded local leaders in the disputed 
region of Nagorno-Karabakh to agree Monday to a European 
peace plan, officials said. 

The agreement by Nagorno~Karabakh’s representatives 
was the last major hurdle to the plan, already accepted by 
both Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

A S-year war for control of the mountainous enclave, 
populated by Armenians but located entirely inside 
Azerbaijan, has cost thousands of lives and created 
hundreds of thousands of refugees. It has been one of the 
most bloody and unstoppable ethnic conflicts in the former 
soviet Union. 

Ter-Petrosian traveled Monday to Stepanakert, capital 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, to lobby for the proposal by the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, which 
includes a cease~fire, troop withdrawals and peace talks. 

The information department of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
government said a special conference of local leaders 
voted narrowly, 6-5, to accept the CSCE plan. 

The speaker of Nagorno-Karabakh’s parliament, Georgy 
Fetrosian, resigned in protest. He was replaced by his 
deputy, Karen Baburian, who signed the agreement but also 
sent a letter to the CSCE asking for the start of the 
peace process to be postponed for at least a month. 

Baburian’s letter said the civil conflict in 
Azerbaijan, where a rebel commander has seized the second 
largest city and is moving toward the capital, was 
“extremely explosive’’ and *‘‘may lead to unpredictable 
consequences. ’? 
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‘Nagorno-Karabakh Accepts CSCE Peace Plan< 

YEREVAN, Armenia (AP) _ Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrosian persuaded local leaders in the disputed 
region of Nagorno-Karabakh to agree Monday to a European 
peace plan, officials said. 

The agreement by Nagorno-Karabakh’s representatives 
was the last major hurdle to the plan, already accepted by 
both Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

A S-year war for control of the mountainous enclave, 
populated by Armenians but located entirely inside 
Azerbaijan, has cost thousands of lives and created 
hundreds of thousands of refugees. It has been one of the 
most bloody and unstoppable ethnic conflicts in the former 
Soviet Union. 

Ter-Petrosian traveled Monday to Stepanakert, capital 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, to lobby for the proposal by the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, which 
includes a cease-fire, troop withdrawals and peace talks. 

The information department of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
government said a special conference of local leaders 
voted narrowly, 6-5, to accept the CSCE plan. It was 
signed by Karen Baburian, deputy to the acting speaker of 
Nagorno-Karabakh’s parliament, Georgy Petrosian. 

Nagorno-Karabakh’s local leaders previously rejected a 
peace proposal from Russia, the United States and Turkey. 
They said it did not guarantee the safety of civilians 
after troop withdravals. 

The CSCE proposal was made two weeks ago in Rome by 
delegates from Russia, the United States, Belarus, the 
Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, and 
Turkey. 


Aliev said attacks also were continuing against 
Akdere, the last Azerbaijani stronghold in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

A peace plan signed Monday by ethnic Armenian leaders 
in Nagorno-Karabakh called for Armenian forces to withdraw 
from the Azerbaijani region of Kelbajar, and established a 
cease-fire in preparation for peace talks. 

The withdrawal from Kelbajar, occupied April 2, was 
scheduled to begin Wednesday and was to have been 
monitored by international observers. But Western 
diplomats said there was still no guarantee all Armenian 
forces would abide by the pact, so the observers’ arrival 
was being delayed for a couple of days. 

The diplomats spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Aliev said the government could not reinforce troops 
in battle zones against Armenians because rebel forces 
controlled the areas. 

‘*The Armenians have taken advantage of our internal 
dispute and have stepped up their operations,’’ he said. 

The presidential appeal called on ‘‘all Azerbaijanis 
who have arms to unite against the enemy outside. We have 
given out weapons to defend against outsiders, not to 
fight one another and allow new occupation of our land.’’ 

Aliev said Huseynov’s forces, backed by one tank, on 
Tuesday entered the town of Goetchay, about 219 kilometers 
(130 miles) west of Baku, and killed its deputy mayor. 

Huseynov’s forces have peacefully taken over 16 
regions in northwestern and central Azerbaijan. He is 
demanding the resignation of Elcibey and the government. 

Since the crisis began earlier this month, the 
government has taken compromise steps and removed the 
prime minister and speaker of parliament. On Tuesday, 
parliament elected former Soviet Politburo member Geidar 
Aliev to lead it. 

According to Western diplomats, Geidar Aliev initially 
had, like Huseynov, demanded a change in the cabinet. But 
in his acceptance speech Tuesday, Aliev said he would work 
with Elcibey to defuse the crisis and develop the country. 

(ns/jar/icr) 
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‘Azerbaijan Appeals to Rebels to Unite Against Armenia< 
“AP Photos MOSB1, 2, 3< 

“By NEJLA SAMMAKTA= 

*Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ Azerbaijan’s government 
appealed to rebel forces Wednesday to unite with its 
troops against what it claimed was a renewed Armenian 
attack. 

Presidential spokesman Arif Aliev said at a nevs 
conference that Armenian forces attacked Azerbaijani 
territory Wednesday morning, despite a cease-fire 
agreement signed Monday. 

Paclo Lembi, United Nations deputy representative in 
Baku, told The Associated Press he could not confirm an 
Armenian attack. 

The news conference was the first at which Azerbaijani 
officials talked about a serious clash with the rebel 
forces, led by Surat Huseynov, a former army colonel 
demoted this year by President Abulfaz Elcibey. 

Aliev said government troops had stopped the rebels at 
Ajikabul, about 120 kilometers (75 miles) southwest of 
Baku, the capital of the former Soviet republic on the 
Caspian Sea. 

‘*‘We tried to keep everything calm and to keep news 
about the crisis low while negotiations were continuing, 
but we have got no serious results,’’ Aliev said after 
reading the written appeal. 

He stopped short of declaring war against the rebels, 
saying they were ‘‘small in number. We could crush then, 
but the president has said we must do everything to avoid 
bloodshed. ’’ 

Most government troops already are tied up in a 
five-year war with Armenians over Nagorno-Karabakh, an 
ethnic Armenian enclave in a mountainous area of 
Azerbaijan. More than 3,900 people have been killed, and 
ethnic Armenian fighters have seized about one-tenth of 
Azerbaijan. 

Aliev said Armenian forces occupied two villages 
Wednesday morning in the Akdam region, on the northeastern 
edge of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

He said there were new military and civilian 
casualties, but he had no figures. On Tuesday, when rebels 
and government troops fought with tanks and rockets, a 
hospital near the front reported receiving two dead and 
seven wounded. 
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“Rebel Leader Named Prime Minister < 

“Eds: AMNs. UPDATES with new quotes, color from news 
conference. Recasts. ¢ 

“By NEJLA SAMMAKIA= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ The rebel leader who toppled 
Azerbaijan’s elected president was named prime minister 
Wednesday, promising economic stability and victory in 
what has been a long, losing war with Armenians. 

Surat Huseynov, a 34-year-old textile magnate and 
former army colonel, was appointed prime minister with 
expanded powers after three days of closed-door meetings 
with parliament speaker Geidar Aliev, Azerbaijan’s former 
Communist Party boss. 

It was Huseynov’s insurgency that returned Aliev to 
power on June 18, when President Abulfaz Elcibey fled the 
rebel advance on the capital. 

The rebels marched on Baku virtually unopposed, 
capitalizing on popular discontent with the oil-rich 
country’s shattered economy and military defeats. 

Huseynov, wearing a dark blue suit and large flowery 
tie, was reluctant to answer questions and often deferred 
to Aliev at a joint news conference. 

“*My first step will be to create an army and then to 
handle the economy for the interests of all the people of 
Azerbaijan,’’ Huseynov said, standing back from the 
microphone. 

Huseynov was a hero from the war with Armenia over the 
Nagorno-Karabakh territory but was demoted by Elcibey last 

©... after a series of defeats. Huseynov blamed Elcibey 
for the defeats and demanded his ouster. 

For the past month, as his forces advanced on the 
capital, Huseynoyv stayed in his base of Gyandzha. On 
Sunday, he came to Baku to talk with Aliev, a 7@-year-old 
political veteran in the former Soviet republic. 

Parliament approved Huseynov's appointment by a 36-1 
vote. 

It also expanded the prime minister’s powers to 
include the crucial ministries of Interior, Defense and 
Internal Security. Freviously, the prime minister had 

2 real authority. 
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“Fighting Begins Again Near Agdam on Eve of Talks (<¢ 

“Eds: UPDATES with reports that Stepanakert shelled. ¢ 
“By NEJLA SAMMAKIA= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _— Armenian forces renewed attacks Wednesday 
on Azerbaijan’s Agdam region, a day before scheduled European talks 
about the conflict between the two former Soviet republics, 
officials in Baku said. 

The Armenians, meanwhile, accused Azerbaijan of sheliing 
residential areas of Stepanakert, capital of the disputed 
Nagorno-Karabakh enclave. The enclave’s ethnic Armenian fighters 
said Azerbaijan started the latest round of fighting in an assault 
from Agdanm. 

Agdam is near Nagorno-Karabakh, a mainly Armenian area inside 
Azerbaijan. 

Armenia has denied Azerbaijan’s claims that it is aiding the 
Nagorno-Karabakh fighters. 

The fighting ended a period of relative calm since a mediator 
from the Council for Security and Cooperation in Europe visited the 
region on July 12. Gn Thursday in Rome, mediator Mario Rafaelli was 
to lead another round of regular CSCE talks on the conflict. 

The war over Nagorno-Karabakh has dragged on for five years. A 
month ago, Armenians seized the entire enclave and began moving into 
Azerbaijan proper. They said Nagorno-Karabakh's security required 
that the Agdam region be cleared of Azerbaijani guns. 

Before Rafaelli’s visit, the town of Agdam had come under heavy 
Armenian shelling and many residents fled. 

Azerbaijani Defense Ministry sources said Wednesday that Armenian 
forces began advancing on Agdam early in the day from three 
directions with artillery and tanks. They said two villages north of 
town were captured. 

Azerbaijan's Turan news agency reported that dozens of civilians 
were killed in Agdam. 
| Nagorno-Karabakh officials said civilians and soldiers in 
pStepanakert had been killed in shelling. It did not say how many. 

Acting Azerbaijani President Geidar Aliev appealed to the United 
States, Turkey and Russia the sponsors of a peace plan to apply 
sanctions against Armenia. 

The Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians have not abided by the proposed 
peace plan, which calls for their withdrawal from the Azerbaijani 
territory of Kelbajar, occupied in April. The plan aiso calls for a 
cease-fire and further negotiations. 

According to Snark, the Karabakh leaders accused Azerbaijan of 
launching an offensive Wednesday in hopes of ‘*settling Azerbaijani 
internal political problems’’ with a military victory. 

In June, Azerbaijan's elected president was unseated in a 
military coup. He has been holed up in his rural hometown while 
Aliev, the country’s former Communist boss, and the rebel leader, 

Surat Huseynov, have taken power in Baku. 
(str/jar/icr) 
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“BC-Nagorno-Katabakh, ist Ld-Writethru, 

“Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh Extend Ceasefire Five Days< 
“Eds: UPDATES with prisoner handed over, cease-fire 
extended 3 days, sted 73; PRECEDES Moscow. Pick up 7th graf 
pvs: ‘Azerbaijani Defense....¢ 

YEREVAN, Armenia (AP) _ A cease-fire between 
Azerbaijan and its disputed enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh 
has been extended five days in hopes of arranging 
high-level peace talks, officials said Thursday. 

Representatives of Azerbaijan and Nagorno-Karabakh 
agreed to the extension at a meeting Wednesday, the press 
service for the enclave’s legislature said. The meeting 
was preceded by a three-day cease-fire. 

Nagorno-Karabakh’s representatives also handed over an 
Azerbaijani prisoner as a gesture of good will, the press 
service said. 

Negotiators hope the extension will give them time to 
arrange a meeting between the leaders of Azerbaijan and 
Nagorno-Karabakh, the press service said. 

Earlier news agency reports had said the cease-fire 
was being extended seven days. The press service said 
those reports were incorrect. 

The five-year war over the enclave, which is populated 
mostly by Armenians but lies inside Azerbaijan, has 
claimed about 15,068 lives and made refugees out of a 
million people. 

Until now, Azerbaijan refused to negotiate directly 
with Nagorno-Karabakh, insisting that neighboring Armenia 
waS a primary party to the conflict. 

The meeting Wednesday was arranged by Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin’s special envoy, Viadimir 
Kazimiroyv. 

The Interfax news agency said the cease-fire was 
holding, despite a clash Wednesday near town of Fizuli in 
southern Azerbaijan near the Nagorno-Karabakh border. Six 
Nagorno-Karabakh fighters died in the fighting. 

Azerbaijani Defense Minister Safar Abiev, one of the 
parties to the talks, blamed the clash on renegade units 
outside his control, Interfax said. 

The ITAR-Tass news agency said the clash followed 
reports that Nagorno-Karabakh snipers had killed five 
civilians in Fizuli and wounded two others. 

The talks take place against a series of Azerbaijani 
losses. Nagorno-Karabakh troops now control the entire 
enclave and have advanced into Azerbaijan proper. 
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“Separatist Leader Ousted in Azerbaijan< 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ Demonstrators ousted a 
pro-Iranian warlord from the capital of his 
self-proclaimed ‘‘republic’’ in southern Azerbaijan 
Monday, the nation’s acting president said. 

Hospitals reportedly were inundated with casualties 
from the fighting between supporters and opponents of 
Alikram Gumbatov, a retired army colonel who had declared 
the Talysh-Mugan Autonomous Republic near the border with 
Iran. 

Gumbatov’s grab for power was the latest upheaval in 
Azerbaijan, a former Soviet republic still reeling from a 
coup in June and a string of defeats in its five-year war 
with Armenians over the enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Acting President Geidar Aliev said on nationwide 
television that Gumbatov had fled Lenkoran, a city of 
126,200 on the Caspian Sea about 2190 kilometers (130 
miles) south of Baku, the capital. 

Gumbatov’s whereabouts were unknown, and there was 
speculation he may have taken refuge in Iran. 

An estimated 10,000 protesters had gathered over the 
weekend outside Gumbatov’s headquarters in Lenkoran to 
demand his ouster. Aliev said Gumbatov’s gunmen opened 
fire on the crowd, which stormed the building and forced 
him to flee for his life. 

The Azerbaijani Popular Front, a coalition of 
political parties that organized the protest, said there 
were many casualties. But neither the Popular Front nor 
officials in Baku gave a specific death toll. 

Gumbatov proclaimed the border region an autonomous 
republic within Azerbaijan on Aug. 7. Although he is a 
former Communist Party official, he reportedly was allied 
with the Islamic fundamentalist Hezbollah, or Party of 
God. 

The pro-Iranian Hezbollah has been linked to terrorist 
actions throughout the Middle East, including the bombing 
of the U.S. Embassy in Lebanon and the taking of American 
hostages. 

Gumbatov commanded an estimated 3,900 men and 80 
armored vehicles. 

‘*People’s indignation had reached a limit,’’ Aliev 
said. ‘‘Gumbatov’s actions were criminal, illegal and 
unconstitutional, ’’ 
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“Armenia, Azerbaijan Keep Fighting Near Turkish, Iranian Troops ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with Iran, Pakistan foreign ministers’ comments. 
Trims. ¢ 
“By THOMAS GINSBERG 
“Associated Press Writer= 

MOSCOW (APD —§ Armenian forces have captured another Azerbaijani 
town despite warnings and a military buildup on the former Soviet 
border by Iran and Turkey, Azerbaijani officials said Saturday. 

Turkey has posted four infantry battalions along Armenia's 
Oc said a senior Armenian Defense Ministry official. Iran has 
depioyed an unknown number oF troops along Azerbaijan's border, 
several officiais said. 

Although Turkey and Iran have been competing for influence in . 
Muslim Azerbaijan, they apparently were uniting against the 
Christian Armenians, who have scored stunning victories against 
Azerbaijan in the last year. 

Azerbaijan and Armenia's five-year war over the Nagorno-Karabakh 
territory has killed about 15, @2@@ people and created more than i 
million refugees. An unknown number of refugees have fled to Iran, 
home to &2 million ethnic Azeris. 

Despite a cease-fire, Armenian forces from Nagorno-Karabakh 
overran the town of Goradiz late Friday, a few miles (kilometers) 
from Azerbaijan’s border with Iran, the Defense Ministry reported. 

Armenians have denied breaking the cease-fire. 

The Armenian Defense Ministry, meanwhile, said Azerbaijani forces 
attacked an Armenian border region with armoured personnel carriers 
but were driven back, the ITAR-Tass news agency said. It reported no 
cagualties. 

Armenian forces have pushed out of Nagorno-Karabakh and gobbled 
up scores of Azerbaijani towns in the last year, throwing the Baku 
government into crisis. Azerbaijanis say Armenians occupy nearly 2@ 
percent of their country. 

Turkey and Iran stepped up their condemnation of the Armenians 
after an Azerbaijani military revolt in June against President 
Abulfaz Elcibey, a nationalist who had ocriented Azerbaijan toward 
Turkey. 






Elcibey has been replaced by Geidar Aliev, the country’s 
74-year-old former Communist boss. 

Both Turkey and Iran began moving troops toward the border after 
Azerbaijani voters endorsed the ocuster in a nationwide referendum 
last Sunday and after Armenian forces continued pushing toward the 
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“Turkish Premier Threatens War If Armenia Attacks Nakhichevan ( 
“Eds: UPDATES with army preparations. ¢ 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller said 
she would ask the parliament to wage war if Armenia attacks the 
Azerbaijani enciave of Nakhichevan, a newspaper reported Saturday. 
The report comes after Christian Armenian forces routed Muslim 
Azerbaijani troops and took control of Nagorno-Karabakh. Turkey has 
put its troops on alert along the Armenian border and Iran sent 
forces to its border with Azerbaijan. 
““If one spot of Nakhichevan is touched, [I go to the parliament 
and obtain authorization for war,’’ Ciller said in an interview in 
the Istanbul newspaper Hurriyet. 
Col. Dogu Silahciocglu, spokesman for the Turkish Chief of Staff, 
said in a statement Saturday that the Turkish army was developing 
plans to activate units and transfer personnel for a possible 
operation. 
Nakhichevan has a common border of 12 kilometers (7 miles) with 
Turkey. Referring to a 1921 border treaty with the Soviet Union, 
Ciller said Turkey had guarantor power over Nakhichevan. 
The autonomous state inside Armenia is populated by Muslim 
Azerbaijanis, but completely cut off from Azerbaijan. 
The prime minister said she would discuss the crisis with Russian 
officials during her trip to Moscow next week. 
Turkey has been wary of risking confrontation with Russia with 
military intervention in a former Soviet republic. Ankara, which has 
been competing with Iran for influence in oil-rich Azerbaijan, now 
appears to welcome [Iranian moves to check further Armenian advances. 
On Saturday, Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin said Iran had 
no intention of invading Azerbaijan, the Anatolia news agency 
reported. 
He said Iranian soldiers were aiding some of the estimated 
2 aa people who fled toward Iran to escape the fighting. 
‘“*Tran built a refugee camp for them right at the border and we 
understand it is providing them humanitarian assistance,’’ Cetin 
told reporters in Istanbul. 
On Friday, Turkish media reported an Iranian incursion 3 
Kilometers (2 miles) inside Azerbaijan to protect a jointly-operated 
dam on the Aras River. There was no confirmation from Iran. 
In July, Armenian fighters advanced into Azerbaijan proper after 
taking control of the mainly Armenian enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
which is at the heart of the five-year war in the former Soviet 
republic. 
 AP--@9-@4-93 1836GMT < 


Nagorno-Karabakh took advantage of the disarray to seize several 
key towns outside the territory, inciuding Agdam in the east and 
Fizuli in the south. Armenians last week rolled toward Azerbaijani 
regions bordering Iran. 

Apparentiy in retaliation, Iranian ‘‘border guards'’ penetrated 
about three kilometers (two miles) into Azerbaijan in the 
Hoida-Assam area to protect a jointly-operated dam, according to 
Turkey’s semi-official Anatolia news agency, quoting unidentified 
Foreign Ministry sources. 

The area is near the Azerbajiani town of Zangelan, which Baku 
says Armenian forces shelled last week. The area has been flooded by 
refugees fleeing the Azerbaijani town of Kubatly, which also fell 
last week. 

Anatolia did not say exactly when the Iranian incursion took 
place or whether the border-crossers were still in Azerbaijan. 

Aliev told the Azerbaijani parliament Friday that either Iranian 
troops or ethnic Azeris fom Iran appeared to have crossed the 
border, and he warned of a bigger conflict if they clashed with 
Ari@ieans. Anatolia reported. 

‘*“Azerbaijan can no longer control its borders,’’ Anatolia quoted 
Aliev as telling the parliament. 

The statements were contradicted by the Azerbaijani border guard 
commander, Gen. Iskender Allahverdiyev, who told Baku’s Turan news 
agency that nobody had crossed from Iran, and that Azerbaijani 
troops were helping refugees moving:through the area. 

“*‘We totally control the situation on the border with Iran,’’ 
Turan quoted Allahverdiyev as saying. 

A senior Armenian Defense Ministry official, speaking on 
condition he not be identified further, confirmed the Turkish and 
Iranian deployments but had no information about an Iranian 
incursion. 

Meanwhile, Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller threatened to 
intervene if Armenia attacked the Azerbaijani region of Nakhichevan, 
about S@ kilometers (3@ miles) to the west of Zangelan, on the 
border between Turkey and Armenia, the newspaper Hurriyet said 
Saturday. 





The Turkish Cabinet on Friday had warned Armenia to withdraw its 
, ters. from Azerbaijan “immediately and unconditionally.’’ 

Armenian officials, however, appeared unalarmed by the statements 
and activity was normal Saturday in Yerevan, witnesses said. 

In Baku, Aliev indicated he did not object to the Buildup across 
the border. Turan quoted him as saying Iran ‘“‘has a right to take 
care of the safety of its northern borders.’’ 

Aliev has spearheaded new negotiations with Armenia, mediated by 
Russia. The sides called a truce last week and plans further 
negotiations. 

Azerbaijan's parliament, meanwhile, took a step toward Russia by 
agreeing Friday to release five Russians who had been captured 
fighting on the Armenian side. The soldiers had been sentenced toa 
death. 
{tgo/dgs) 
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“Armenia, Azerbaijan Continue Fighting Near Turkish-Iranian Troops < 

“By THOMAS GINSBERG 

“Associated Press Writer= 

MOSCOW (AP) —§ Armenian forces captured another Azerbaijani town 
Saturday despite warnings and a military buildup on the former 
Seviet border by Iran and Turkey, Azerbaijani officials said. 

Turkey has posted four infantry battalions along Armenia’s 
frontier, said a senior Armenian Defense Ministry official. Iran has 
deployed an unknown number of troops along Azebaijan’s border, 
several officials said. 

Although Turkey and Iran have been competing for influence in 
Muslim Azerbaijan, they apparently were uniting against the 
Christian Armenians, who have scored stunning victories against 
Aze@piian in the last year. | 

Azerbaijan and Armenia’s five-year war over the Nagorno-Karabakh 
territory has killed about 15,@@2@ people and created more than 1 
million refugees. An unknown number of refugees have fled to Iran, 
home to £2 million ethnic Azeris. 

Despite a cease-fire, Armenian forces from Nagorno-Karabakh 
overran the town of Goradiz late Friday, a few miles (kilometers) 
from Azerbaijan's border with Iran, the Defense Ministry reported. 

Azerbaijan claimed its forces did not retaliate and continued to 
adhere to a cease-fire hammered out last week. There was no 
confirmation from Armenians, who have denied breaking the 
cease-fire. 

The Armenian Defense Ministry, meanwhile, said Azerbaijani forces 
attacked an Armenian border region with armoured personnel carriers 
but were driven back, the ITAR-Tass news agency reported. It 
reported no casualties. 

Armenian forces have pushed out of Nagorno-Karabakh and gobbled 
up scores of Azerbaijani towns in the last year, throwing the Baku 
90vVaernment inte crisis. Azerbaijanis say Armenians occupy nearly 2a 
— of their country. 

Turkey and Iran stepped up their condemnation of Armenians after 
an Azerbaijani military revolt in June against President Abulfaz 
Eilcibey, a nationalist who had oriented Azerbaijan toward Turkey. 

Both countries began moving troops toward the border after 
Azerbaijani voters endorsed the ouster in a nationwide referendum 
last Sunday. Elcibey has been replaced by Geidar Aliev, the 

puntry’s 7Z@-year-ocld former Communist boss. 
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“Azerbaijani Leader Seeks To Enlist Russia as Ally (< 
“Eds: AMs; UPDATES with reported gunfire on Turkish border. ¢ 
“By ALAN COOPERMAN= 
“Associated Press Writer= é 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian troops guarding the border between Turkey 
the former Soviet republic of Armenia said they came under 
ovoked gunfire from the Turkish side early Monday. 
No casualties were reported, and an Armenian general said it was 
unclear whether the shots actually were aimed at the Russians. But 
the incident sharply raised tensions along the border between Turkey 
and Armenia, which are historic enemies. 
Russian troops still help guard the border under an agreement 
with the Armenian government. 
The tension stems from the five-year war between Armenians and 
Azerbaijanis over the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, which has taken 
an estimated 15, @@@ lives and created about one million refugees. 
Azerbaijan and Turkey are allies bound by historical, ethnic and 
religious ties. After Armenian forces captured a series af strategic 
Azerbaijani towns this year, Turkey built up its troops along the 
border and threatened to intervene to defend Azerbaijan. 
Azerbaijan’s acting president promised Monday to repair ties with 
Moscow as he sought Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s help in 
stopping the Armenian advance. 
Yeltsin did not immediately announce whether Russia would send 
P@c«errsns troops or take other steps to help Azerbaijan. 
His response will be watched carefully as an indication of how 
aggressive Moscow will be in trying to extinguish conflicts outside 
es berders but inside the former Soviet Union. 
‘Today's meeting will mark a milestone in our relations,’ 
Azerbaijani leader Geidar Aliev predicted after an hour of 
closed-door negotiations with Yeltsin in the Kremlin. 
‘““Russia cannot remain indifferent to one of the most burning 
issues’? in the Caucasus Mountains, he added. 
The Yeltsin-Aliev meeting was an unusual reunion. Both men were 
members of the Soviet Union’s ruling Communist Party Politburo in 
the 198s. 
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“Russia Draws Line at Former Soviet Border <¢ 
“Eds: RECASTS lead to clarify Moscow's intent at border. ¢ 
“By THOMAS GINSBERG= 
“Mssociated Press Writer= 

MOSCOW (AP) _— Russia urged Iran Tuesday not to meddie in the 
Armenian-Azerbaijani war and was preparing a similar message for _ 
Turkey, making clear Moscow is ready to defend the Caucasus border 
of the former Soviet Union. 

The Foreign Ministry statement preceded a visit Wednesday by 
Tupkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, who threatened last week to ask 

a deciaration of war against Armenia if it captured more 

Azerbaijani territory. 

Iran and Turkey in the last week have reinforced troops along 
their borders with Azerbaijan and Armenia, who have been fighting a 
five-year war over the Nagorno-Karabakh territory located within 
Azerbaijan. 

An estimated 15,@@@ peo le have been killed and 1 million made 
into refugees by the war. Armenian victories in recent months have 
alarmed Turkey and Iran, which have been backing 
Azerbaijanidiplomatically. 

Turkey said it is now putting up a united front with Iran against 
the Christian Armenians, although the nations are competing with 
each other for political and economic influence in Muslim 
Azerbaijan. 

According to Turkish and Azerbaijani officials last week, Iranian 
border guards or armed citizens penetraeed about three kilometers 
(two miles) into Azerbaijan in the Hoida-Assam area to protect a 
jointly operated dam. 

The area is near the Azerbaijani town of Zangelan, which Baku 
s Armenian forces shelled last week. Azerbaijan’s acting 
president, Geidar Aliev, cited the incident to show his government 
could not control its own border. 

Iran has not confirmed the incursion, although it did condemn 
Armenian aggression this week and demanded Nagorno-Karabakh forces 
pull back. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry on Tuesday joined the criticism of 
Armenians forces, but added a gentle caution to Teheran about what 
it said were ‘‘armed Iranians'"' crossing i to Azerbaijan. 

“*“Such actions by the Iranian side, whatever their motives, 
cannot meet with our support,'' ministry spokesman Grigory Karasin 
said at a news conference in Moscow. He warned against 
*“internationalizing’’ the war. 
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comrades: premier tansu ciller left, headed your way for talks 
@ yeltsin, aliev and others. 


sending u grafs on her airport statement and background on 
Pipelines deals she is to negotiate, for possible inclusion in 
roundups. 


Before leaving for her first trip abroad since taking office two 
months ago, Ciller said Turkey and Russia were neighbors in a 
rapidly changing geographical location. 

‘*The cooperation of Turkey and Russia will put its stamp on the 
restructuring of the changing region ... the two countries will not 
compete but caoperate in the region and contribute to the worid 
peace by ensuring its stability,’’ Ciller said. 

She indicated Turkey saw trade and oil could be economic pillars 
of the envisaged cooperation between the centuries-old foes. 

Noting the current trade volume between the two countries toa be 
around dirs 1.5-2 billion, she said ‘“‘we want to boost this to dirs 
1@ billion before the year 2, @@@.*! 

She said Turkey could increase its credits to Russia and the 
CWFoeration could extend to joint investments and to oil, gas 
industries and construction business. 

Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin, Public Works Minister Onur 
Kumbaracibasi and Energy Minister Veysel Atasoy accompany Cilier on 
her two-day visit. 


Aiternative pipeline projects are expected to be at the center of 
Ciller’s talks with Russian officials. 

Turkey is seeking a deal for a pipeline that would carry oil of 
Azerbaijan and other countries in the region to a Turkish 
Mediterranean terminal. 

Turkey and Azerbaijan initially agreed on a dirs 1.4 billion 
pipeline from Baku with a 48 million ton annual flow capacity to 

y Azerbaijani and Kazakh oil, but Geidar Aliev, the acting 
president who ousted pro-Turkish leader Abulfaz Elcibey suspended 
the deal. 

Aliev succeeded in securing Ankara'’s support in the power 
struggle by promising to heed Turkey's interests when the deal is 
renegotiated. 

Turkey has also preposed a branch toe the projected pipeline that 
would enable transport of Russian oil to the Mediterranean as well. 

But out for a share for itself, Russia prefers the collection of 
the region’s oil wealth at the Russian Black Sea port of Novorossisk 
and its shipment to the Mediterranean throughthe Turkish straits. 

But Turkey, averse to give up expected royalties and political 
clout the pipeline would provide, said it would oppose increased oil 
traffic through the Bosporus and Dardanelles straits. [t is 
preparing legislation to restrict the passage of supertankers on the 
grounds that they pose security and environmental threats to 
Istanbul. 

As a compromise, Russian officials have proposed the shipment of 
cil with Tankers from Novorossisk to the Turkish Black Sea port of 

un and the construction of a pipeline from there toa the 
Mediterranean. 
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*BC-Azerbaijan-Armenia 

“Azerbaijani and Armenian Forces Clash Near Iranian 
border< 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) _ Armenian forces shelled 
villages in southwestern Azerbaijan near the border with 
Iran on Wednesday, killing at least two soldiers and nine 
civilians, the Azerbaijani Defense Ministry said. 

Some of the civilian victims were Azerbaijani refugees 
fleeing the fighting and trying to cross the Aras River 
into northern Iran, the ministry said. 

Heavy fighting broke out earlier this week between 
Azerbaijani troops and Armenian fighters, who are trying 
to widen a corridor around the disputed territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Murad Petrosian, a spokesman for the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Defense Ministry, later said Armenian forces had stopped 
fighting to let Azerbaijani civilians leave the battle 
zone. 

Concerned by the renewal of hostilities in the nearly 
six-year conflict, Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
on a visit to former Soviet republics in Central Asia, 
stopped in the Azerbaijani capital, Baku, on his way home. 

Rafsanjani said he was ‘‘deeply concerned about the 
recent events along the Iranian-Azerbaijani border. ’’ 

Azerbaijani leader Geidar Aliev said he had asked the 
Iranian president to try to persuade the Armenians to stop 
fighting. | 

More than 11,000 Azerbaijanis have been killed and a 
25,900 wounded since the conflict began nearly over 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a primarily Christian Armenian region 
that is located inside Muslim Azerbaijan. 

Aliev also said he might be forced to appeal to other 
nations to intervene for military help if the Armenians do 
not agree to stop fighting. 

This year, the war has spread beyond the borders of 
Nagorno-Karabakh as Armenian fighters seek to control 
territory around the enclave to minimize attacks on 
Armenian-held land. 

The head of the United Nations mission in Azerbaijan, 
Mahmoud el-Said, had said the recent Armenian offensive 
had created 60,000 refugees. 
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With U.S. backing aimed at undermining Iran’s 
minreanege! pea Muslim influence, Turkey has established 
trade dnd industrial deals, using the advantage of shared 
linguistic ties with all but one of the countries. 

The Iranian language, Farsi, is spoken only in 
Tafikistan, which Rafsanjani did not visit. Its ties with 
Tehran have been strained by Iranian backing for 
fyndamentalist Muslim groups overthrown by ex-Communist 
leaders now ruling the country. 

Trade between Iran and Azerbaijan exceeded dirs 400 
million last year, more than with any of the Asian 
republics. 

In a meeting with Azerbaijan’s President Geidar Aliev 
on Wednesday, Rafsanjani underscored the two countries’ 
deep historical, cultural and religious ties. 

He condemned recent Armenian assaults on Azerbaijan, 
which have sent thousands of refugees fleeing to Iran. 
Tehran radio has said 20,000 refugees have fled to Iran in 
recent days. They were transported to Iranian-run camps in 
Azerbaijan. Iran is expecting some 100,200 refugees. 

Tehran’s major English-language newspaper said Armenia 
had given assurances to Iran that there would be no attack 
on Azerbaijan during Rafsanjani’s visit. 

In the past, Iran has been suspected of supplying 
Christian Armenia in its five-year-old war with Azerbaijan 
over Nagorno-Karabakh, an Armenian populated enclave in 
Azerbaijan. ‘ 

In recent months, however, Iran appears to be moving 
closer to oil-rich Azerbaijan. 

Rafsanjani, looking to attract foreign investors in 
Iran to help boost the ailing economy, achieved his 
greatest coup in Turkmenistan. ‘| 





The Tehran Times reported that Turkmenistan had agreed 
to run a gas pipeline to Europe through Iran. 

Iran, Turkey and Russia, which is still trying to 
cling to the vestiges of its crumbled empire, have been in 
fierce competition to control oil and gas routes for their 
economic dividends and political leverage. 
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AIPan Promises New Chapter In Ties With Azerbaijan< 
“By ANWAR FARUGQI= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) _ Iran and Azerbaijan are 
expected to sign some 40 agreements during Iranian 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani’s current visit to Baku, 
Tehran radio said Wednesday. 

Iran has been jockeying with Turkey for influence in 
the Muslim region of Central Asia unshackled from Soviet 
rule some two years ago. 

Tehran radio, monitored in Nicosia, said the Iranian 
delegation is expected to ink 4@ agreements in Azerbaijan, 
‘“*jump starting relations ... and opening a new chapter in 
ties’’ between the predominantly Shiite Muslim countries. 

The broadcast said the accords would be wide-ranging, 
encompassing cooperation in everything from oil and gas va) 
tourism. 

Rafsanjani arrived in Baku Tuesday on the last leg of 
a tour that took him to Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan in Central Asia. 

Islamic Azerbaijan and several countries in Muslim 
Central Asia are rich in oil, gas and other natural 
resources. They are also considered virgin markets for 6 
Western consumer goods. 

Islamic Iran and Muslim but secular Turkey are eager 
to collect on the windfall from goods passing through 
their territories. 

Tehran has set up air links with Azerbaijan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, and ig in the process of 
integrating road and rail networks in an ambitious drive 
to link the regions with the Gulf and to international 
shipping. ‘ 
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“Foreign Minister Condemns Attack on Russian Envoy< 

MOSCOW (AP) _ Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev sharply 
criticized Armenia for a ‘‘barbaric’’ attack Saturday on a 
Russian envoy sent to the southern region on a peace 
mission by President Boris Yeltsin. 

Ambassador Vladimir Kazimirov was uninjured in the 
shelling assault at an Azerbaijani-Armenian border 
crossing, but several Azerbaijani soldiers accompanying 
him were hurt, Kozyrev said. 

The shots were fired from the Armenian side of the 
border, Kozyrev said, in a statement issued by the 
ITAR-Tass news agency. Russia had notified Armenia about 
Kazimirov’s travel plans. 

‘*‘This barbaric action against the Russian 
representative causes outrage and cannot be justified, ’’ 
Kozyrev said. ‘‘Official explanations need to be made. 
After studying the circumstances of the incident, the 
leadership of Russia will make*the most serious, and, I 
think, strong conclusions. ’’ 

There was no immediate response from Armenian 
authorities. 

Armenia and Azerbaijan have been locked in a 
S-year-old war for control of the mountainous region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an Armenian enclave located within 
Azerbaijan. The fighting has killed more than 16, 000 
people and uprooted more than 1 million people from their 
homes. 

Kazimirov had been in the region for a week to mediate 
peace talks between Azerbaijan and Armenia. He had been in 
the Azerbaijani capital, Baku, for high-level talks and 
was leaving Nagorno-Karabakh en route for Armenia when his 
motorcade was attacked Saturday morning, the Russian 
foreign ministry said. After the assault, Kazimirov’s 
delegation returned to Azerbaijan. 

Azerbaijan’s foreign ministry called the incident an 
‘*action aimed at thwarting a very important move to reach 
a peaceful settlement of the Armenian-Azerbaijani 
conflict.’’ 

(lor) 
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“BC-Azerbaijan-Oil 
“Caspian oil and gas exhibition opens < 

BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) — Oil executives and energy officials from 
25 nations competing for resources and influence in the strategic 
Caspian Sea region gathered in Azerbaijan’s capital Tuesday for an 
0il and gas conference. 

U.S. President George W. Bush sent a letter to Azerbaijan's 
President Geidar Aliev hailing the three-day gathering as a key step 
toward increasing investment in this former Soviet republic. 

‘“*The participation of so many U.S. and other world-class 
companies in this event underscores Azerbaijan’s emergence as a hub 
of energy investment in the Caspian region,’’ Bush said in the 
letter, read by U.S. State Department envoy Steven Mann at the 
conference opening. 

‘““The United States welcomes Azerbaijan’s deepening partnership 
with private companies and with neighboring governments to realize 
our shared vision of a commercially viable, east-west energy 
corridor,’’ the letter said. ‘‘These efforts will strengthen the 
independence and prosperity of the Caspian states, foster their 
cooperation and integration into the global economy, diversify 
global energy supplies and bolster investment opportunities.’’ 

Aliev said at the conference that his small Caucasus Mountains 
nation has signed 21 international oil contracts worth a total of 
dirs 6@ billion since 1994. 

Executives from several multinational oil companies working in 
Baku attended the conference, as well as energy ministers from 
France, Norway and Turkey. 

Washington has sought to increase its influence in the 
resource-rich region since the 1991 Soviet collapse. The United 
States was a strong backer of a new pipeline to carry Azerbaijan's 
Caspian oil to western markets through Georgia and the Turkish port 
of Ceyhan _ bypassing Russia and Iran and reducing their control ae 
over Caspian resources. 

On Monday, a top oil executive said construction of the 
1,745-kilometer (1,@9@-mile) Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline may cost 2 
nearly dirs 3 billion, up toe dirs S@2 million more than previously = 
estimated. .« 
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“BC—-Azerbai jan-Fire <¢ 
“Turkish supermarket burns down in Azerbaijan < 
BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) —§ A Turkish-owned supermarket burned down 
in the capital of Azerbaijan early Thursday, causing an estimated 
dirs 7.2 million in damage. 
The fire at the Ramstore supermarket broke out at about 1 a.m. 
(2242 GMT Wednesday), and the building burned for four hours, Baku 
police said. Gne firefighter received minor burns, they said. 
The cause of the fire has not been established, police said. 
Ramstore has stores in Russia and other former Soviet republics, 
including three others in Azerbaijan, the company said. 
It said the building that burned down was worth dirs 4 million, 
and another dirs 2 million worth of equipment and dirs 1.2 million 
worth of goods were destroyed as well. 
In total, Ramstore says it has invested dirs 15 million in 
Azerbaijan. 
(as/sk/dm) 
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